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22 Nine o Clock. 


1 Aroſe this morning earlier than 
uſual, though I ſcarcely ſlept an 


hour in the night, on account of the 


unexpected misfortune I met with the 


preceding evening. Mrs. Worthy and 


her ſon, who were all the while con- 
ſulting among themſelves how to re- 
gain Mr. Courtney's eſteem, adviſed 
E this morning to write to hiumys. . = 
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2 MARIA HARCOURT. 


and candidly confeſs the miſtake— 

But I peremptorily objected to this; 
- whereupon Mr. Worthy, after break. 
_ faſt, declared he would call upon him, 
5 according to promiſe, and explain all 
himſelf. He was defirous to keep 
Mr. Courtney's- eſteem, on account of 
his promiſed aſſiſtance; therefore, 1 
his Emma's ſake, as well as mine, 
was he determined to ſeek him im- 
mediately; and diſcloſe, at the ſame 
time, the purport of my brather's let- 

ter. . | Coos 


Eleven 0 Clock, 


Stafford ag us a morning 1 
ee E perceived, he ſaid, a ver,; 
great alteration in me ſince yeſter- 
day evening ; and, as ſoon as Mrs. 

forthy had left the room, about her 
* houſe affairs—ſtrongly importuned the 


e 5 * * on promiſed. 
Sf Y RR. every 
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MARTA HARCOURT,. | þ 


every aſſiſtance in his power. Without 
further heſitation, I diſcloſed to him 
my name, -the miſtake which: my 
landlady had unfortunately .commit- 
ted, and the conſequent fears of Mr. 
Courtney's never viſiting” us again. 


Nr. Statthrd betrayed great uneaſi- 


neſs upon the relation of this; he 
wiſhed to Heaven he had ſeen” the 
letter, wondered I did not before 
avow myſelf, and ſhow it to him 
—then' ſighing—hoped that this un- 
happy diſcovery might not be the 
cauſe of any diſtreſs to Julia. I fin-" 
- cerely joined in his prayer, as I ſhould 
be, indeed, very unhappy if my friend 
. _ my account. * 


As well as I could cecattee? 4 re. ; 
peated to Mr. Stafford the e 
of Julia's letter.— He ſeemed confuſed 
at the mention of her prior affectionz, 


2 A 


— MARIA HARCOURT. 


and conſequent averſion to Mr. Char- 
lemont.— But he was greatly afraid 
that her remarks. upon Mr. Court- 
ney's character, deſcribing his great 
' benevolence and bitter enmity, might 
* occaſion ſome diſagreement between 
a father and daughter. —However, he 
diſguiſed his thoughts upon this bu- 
ſineſs as much as poſſible, not chool- 
ing to augment my fears, and add to 
my preſent 9 


. He a . if the had 
unfortunately diſcovered the name of 
that happy man, for whom ſhe bad 
i entertained a paſſion. 


* 


RY wht his ſhe did not, as ſhe ſaid 
in her letter, it was of no conſe- 
- quence, becauſe I did not know him. 
Indeed, had my friend entruſted 

me * the ſecret, 4 think I ſhould 
HE. not 


NMARTA  HARCOURT. 9 | 
not have told it to Mr. Stafford, for 
I now, more than ever, ſuſpected that 


he had ſome ſecret affection for. my 


friend; his diſtreſs, during many of 5 


my obſervations, being very viſible. 


Mr. Worthy now came in, and in- 


formed us, that his ſearch. for Mr. _ 
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Courtney was in vain, 


1 


128 aid FATS he went to Mrs. Mot- 


* 


Sende was very much diſpatch 2 


upon the . of the N let- 
tar. 5 


Mrs. Motley, however, aſſured me, 
that it was his intention to conceal it 
from his daughter * who was $ Joſt: 
arrived. 


4 Ia arrived! 5 echoed Mr. Sal. 


ford, in a 3 voice. 
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. MARIA HARCOURT, 8 


I was aſtoniſhed myſelf at the news 
but, alas! did not feel that plea- 
re, which, had I preſerved her fa- 
"Ser s eſteem, moſt certainly I ſhould. 
— Too well J recollected Mr. Court- 
_ ney's late promiſe, that J ſhould be 
his daughter's companion—but now— 
that hope was no more—the promiſe 
was void for the friendſhip between 
| Apa ode an end. 


4. 2.00 Yes,” continued Mr. Worthy, « A 
e xived; and I heartily wiſh, for all 
our ſakes, that this matter was 
cleared up to Mr. Courtney,—for he 
4 is a man that could have ſerved us 


Lal. ”> . 


. Alas 1 J wiſh fo cope I de- 
I Mae now of ever Dog ſo hap- 


*py-" 


Mr. 


MARIACHAR CON T＋. 7 
Mr. | Worthy, however, - aſſured «me 
that he had explained the miſtake, 
and my diſtreſs, fo forcibly to Mrs... 


Motley, that he was certain the old 
woman would do all in her power to 


renew the friendſhip, and make us as 
happy as before. He added, that he 
was ſhortly to ſee her again, in re- 
ſpect to Miſs Commerce's buſineſs; 


at the ſame time conjured me to 
keep up my ſpirits, and n all or 
the denn 


Mr. Stafford enquired very pa rn Lo = 


cularly about his Julia. 


Our friend Mr. Worthy e + 
that ſhe was in perfect health; A 
adviſed me by all means to write, . 
and diſcover this unhappy affair 0 Cites 
my friend, that ſhe might, if aſe of - - : 
any reproaches from her father, be 5 
Prepared to. vindicate herſelf. I im- 
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'$ MARIA HARCOURT. 
mediately acquieſced, and promiſed to 
ſend her a letter by to-day's poſt. 


We were ſuddenly interrupted by 
Mrs. Worthy, who running into the 
parlour, with .a countenance of hor- 
ror, exclaimed, 


Heaven preſerve us alle are 
e never ſure of living in this vorla— 
e ſo many terrible accidents.— 


2 What—what—Mrs. Worthy ?” was 
the general — f 


we Mr. Charlemont, I am werily told, 
«j is ak the * of death. 5 


e Who ſays fo ?'? Selene her agi- 
tated ſon, ſincerely feeling f for my ap- 
parent (ſtreſs. 
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| MARIA HARCOURT. 9 


n 


DR 
= 


Dn IIS Er EE ITY 
.. wa =—_ Sh 
— S 
- rms 
_ 5, > —— — 
= — — 
| b _ 
o 


* 
— 


* Yhy the ſervant here has hard it 
« from another—it is all over the 
* town.” 5 
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ge not alarmed, Miſs Harcourt,” 
cried the generous Stafford, — “ Mr. 
* Charterganrt will recover.” © = 


« No—no—he vill not. I am 
« told, that old Mr. Charlemont, his 
father, is going down to the country 
immediately, and Mr. Courtney is 
« determined to leave his daughter 
« here, and 2 % Sir Iſaac Littleton's 
« about it. —— Yes, and I hear 
that young Mr. Charlemont vill 
hardly live till his father arrives to 
„ ſee him. — Oh! poor dear man- 
« pity him from my wery ſoul.“ 


I was almoſt ready to faint at Mrs. 
Worthy's unhappy intelligenck; but 
Mr. Stafford whiſpering me, requeſted 

| 3; é 


* 4 


100 MARIA HARCOURT. 


that 1 would follow him into the | 


garden, where he would divulge a ſe- 


cret which concerned me only. —Hav- 
ing begged me to keep up my ſpi- 
rits, and giving Mrs, Worthy ſome 


feaſonable advice, not to pay atten. 


tion to every idle report, he left 


Mrs. Worthy immediately after his 
departure, railed bitterly againſt his 
_ pretended friendſhip ; ſaid that ſhe had 
told the diſmal news- on purpoſe 'be- 
fore him.“ for,” cried ſhe, „I had 
« hopes that this ſad account, which, 


" «T wow and purteſt is very true, 


© would have prewailed upon Mr. Staf- 
ford to go down to his friend, as 
« he fays he is, and be of /erwice to 
him. But you ſee he only laughed 
«at me, and never appeared, in the 

„„ Wy „ bo leaſt 


MARIA HARCOURT. 11 


« Jeaſt alarmed. Friend, indeed !—L 
« hate ſuch wile deceitful Creatures.” 


Mrs > Worthy would have ſtill per- | 


fiſted in her revilings againſt Mr. 
Stafford's duplicity, had not her fon 


more wiſely remarked, that he muſt 
certainly know beſt how the young 


man was ; for he was fure that he cor- 
reſ ponded var M r. CORNER 


« Vell then,” rpc Mrs. Worthy, | 


*« ſince you vill have the truth out, 


« —you muſt know that Mr. Court- 


* ney's ſerwant vas here about half an 
« hour ago.” : j\ g 


.« Mr. Courtney's ſervant ! al bea. | 


* vens for what? to whom! 22 A 


«He ed for Mr. Villiam Har- 
court. Recollecting the mention that 


* 5 B 6 . — e vas 
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12 | MARIA HARCOURT, 


« dag made of him in the letter vb: 
« you read to me, I informed the 
« ſerwwant that he vas not at preſent 
«at home—but that I vould receive 
« whatever meſſage he would leave for 
him. Upon which the /erwant put 
te a letter into my hand addreſſed to 
. him. I confeſs that my curioſity vas 
great — for I miſtruſted the con- 


e rents, and opening the ſides of the 


« letter, without ever injuring the ſeal, 
« ] ſaw-that the writing vas incloſed, 
* and vitbaut much difficulty, took the 
© letter out of the cover. — Here it 


WP ---. 


”" is. | 


Mrs. Worthy now put the letter i in- 
to my hand, ich ran thus: 


* 


* 


iz, 


« MISS Harcourt, whom I now un- 
« derſtand to be your brother's! daugh- 
40 7” 6, 


* MARIA HARCOURT. 13 


ter, has been the cauſe of great 
« uneaſineſs to me. 1 requeſt, there- 
« fore, that no letters from Mr. 


_« Charlemont, as I underſtand he writes 


« to Mrs. Worthy's houſe, may be, for 
« the future, admitted. 


= 


« He is my ſon-in-law by contract, 


« and whoever attempts to withdraw 


his affections from his intended bride, 
< ſhall not only meet mine but alſo 
* his father's juſt reſentment. 


« I am ſorry to hear, this day, that he 
« js ſo exceedingly ill, as not to be able 
« to leave the country; as this is a mat- 


« ter of ſome conſequence then, which, 


e will very much concern your brother, 
« ] requeſt you will write to him imme 


« diately, and Prepare him for the 
. erk. 


| | e 
+ 8 
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* * 
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14 MARIA HARCOURT, 


I take the liberty of addreſſing jon, 

« as you may be the means of preſerving 
« your niece from hereafter miſery, by 
« ſending her immediately home to her 


« father's, from which, I entered, ſhe 
Ke ran cede te 


„ I remain, 
« Yours, 


E. CouRTNEy.” 


7 His daughter's words were indeed 
verified; for Mr. Courtney was no 
longer a friend, but my enemy.—Iwiſh- 


ed I had not ſeen the letter—yet I was 
glad for I could no longer deceive my- 
ſelf with the deluſive hope of ever more 
regaining his eſteem. But when I re- 
collected longer, I thought Mrs. Wor- 


9 


MARTA HARCOURT.- 5 


thy greatly in fault for daring to peruſe 
it; but ſhe bid me think nothing about 
it, * for ſhe could eaſily, ſhe faid, put 
the letter again into the cover, and if ſhe 
pleaſed, ſend it back to Mr. Courtney, 
vith vord, that the gentleman had left the 
houſe abruptly, and * could not tell 
vhere he had gone to. 


1 adviſed Mrs. Worthy todo this i im- 
mediately, ere it was too late ; but the 
old lady was ſo enraged at the ſup- 
poſed duplicity of Mr. Stafford, that 
ſhe little heeded any thing I ſaid. Her 
fon was unwilling to cenſure the gentle- 
man without ſtronger P. | 


1 ver, deſirous to ſee Mr. Stafford 
alone, as he intimated that he had ſome- 
thing particular to diſcloſe, I requeſt. 
ed Mrs. Worthy to let me take the let- 
ter, promiſing to diſcover all to Mr. 
Stafford, who was now, I added, very 


« he is perfectly well.“ 


* 


16 | bY: HARCOURT. 


fortunately in the garden, whereby 5 


N ſhould have a happy opportunity of 


proving his friendſhip. The old lady 
gave me the letter, and I inſtantly re- 
paired to the garden, [- 


One o Clock. 


Mr. Stafford ſoon joined me, imme- 
diately addreſſed me in "ow W 


qd ara Lara 


1 Madam, I have taken this method 


« of diſpelling thoſe gloomy fears 


e which I plainly underſtand to be 


« the ſole cauſe of your diſtreſs; alſo 
« of defending myſelf from the unjuſt 
« impeachments of falſehood, and in- 
« gratitude to my friend; for I know 


e Mr. and Mrs. Worthy and you ſuſ- 


« pet my affection for Charlemont ; 
« but I aſſure you, Miſs Harcourt, that 


« Oh, 


MARIA HARCOURTa 17 

„ Oh, Sir,” cried I, « why then was 
this extraordinary letter, which came 
« from Mr. Courtney, and was written 
« with an intent to be peruſed by my 
uncle, wherein Mr. Charlemont's 


« danger is moſt ſtrongly painted— 
« Why was this ever ſent?” 


Mr. Stafford lead the letter, 
and read it with profound attention: 
« Good heaven!” he exclaimed, « I 


« hope Mrs. Worthy will not betray 
« me; for ſhould Mr. Courtney hear of 
« your uncle's departure, and diſ- 


% cover the perſon who ſupplies his 
4 place, I know not what may be the 
fatal conſequence. I beg, Miſs 


« Harcourt, you will again enjoin her 


« to conceal my name, for if I be 
« diſcovered I muſt unavoidably leave 
we the houſe.” 


A 


I aſſured.” 
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13 1. aſſured Mr. Stafford, though „ 
the ſame time I wondered much at 
his uneaſineſs, that the ſtricteſt ſe- 
'< creſy ſhould be obſerved ; but I men- 


«tioned the neceſſity of returning the 
“letter, (which Mrs. Worthy had taken 
« the liberty of examining) as if it were 
t unopened. Mr. Stafford begged that 
« 1-would not, as all Mr. Charlemont's 


- 


« ſcheme would then be diſcovered.” 


% Scheme!” I ee . what 


*« ſcheme?” 


* 1 ie you, Miſs Harcourt, (as I 
* know you will be ſtrictly ſecret for 
All our fakes) that Mr. Charlemont 


is very well. This illneſs, which is 
e reported to have originated from the 


< wound he received, is but a pretence 


« —yes, Miſs Harcourt — a pretence 

to evade a marriage which he can 

e never approve of. I am here on 
*« purpoſe 


KE 
— WP” 


cc 
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tet «wi to- ſupport the White that = 


« Mr. Courtney and my friend's fa- 
| « ther may leave London to viſit Mr. 
Charlemont, while, during their ab- 
« ſence, the ardent lover of your friend. 
Julia may ſeize the happy oppor- 
« tunity, while his tender fair is here, 
« without a ſpy to diſappoint them, 


a of compleating his happineſs, and 


removing the cauſe. of Charlemont's 
« uneaſineſs; then, when Miſs Court- 


« ney 18 married, my dear friend may 
« aſſume all his natural health and vi- 
« vacity, and we London without 


* any fear . | 1 | 54 


J confeſs, indeed, that the letter 
« of Julia's, which Mr. Courtney re- 
« ceived in a miſtake, may make him 


« more circumſpective than I wiſh—he 
“may remove his daughter, during 
his abſence, to ſome diſtant friend's. 
Y But 1 hope her ee lover may 
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s be able to ſurmount all difficulties, 
«and my dear friend Charlemont be 

e releaſed from the anxious fears which 
now depreſs his ſpirits.” 


This extraordinary ſtory ſo awak- 


ened my ſenſations, that I could not 
help interrogating the truth of Mr. 
= Stafford's aflertion, though 1 was con- « 1] 
= :-. Aident it was fact. 3 * 99 9 
Foe | | 41 
| RON 
= As a further and more convincing MW F 
| E. Proof, however, the young gentleman | 5 
1 put the following letter into my hands, 1 
i a i 4 3 
| hoping that ht would not only re- 
| move any doubts that I might har- 1 
f | c ] 


bour, but alſo add ſomething to my 
happineſs. I read it over, with trem- i |] 


bling eagerneſs, and was indeed not a1 
little alarmed and delighted with the I ©« 
Contents. 18 | 
3 « To c« | 


of 
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« To JaMrs STArFoRD, Esq. 


« MY DEAR FRIEND, 


« ] ſtill pretend to be exceedingly 
« 11]; but, ah! the wound which I feel is 
« only that I have confeſſed—the dear 
Maria alone can remove it—my ap- 
« prehenſions on her account are indeed 
« yery great. I wiſh therefore that Julia's 
« happineſs may be completed as ſoon 
« as poſſible. I think, if we can make 
« Mr. Courtney and my father leave 
« London, and Julia alone, that. the 
plan may be effected. —Concerning 
«my dear Maria's father, I ſhall en- 
e deavour, as much as poſſible, to de- 
« fend him from any public cenſure— 
„which I hope I have already done, 
by taking all the blame of the duel 
5 £ « upon 


4 may be dangerous but I need ſay 


ſtantaneouſly conceal the paper; and, 
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c upon myſelf. : 1 requeſt, for your i | 


« own ſake, that you will be very 
« careful of avoiding my father. As 
« you were my ſecond, the conſequences 


* no more; your own prudence and 
« diſcretion will direct you. 


J remain yours, 


— 


cc 85 SMT OE 


« 


I was indeed thunderſtruck when J 
read it, and was about peruſing it 
again—but the ſudden appearance of 
a ſtranger in the garden made me in- 


ſuppoſing he had buſineſs with Mr. 


LD Stafford—walk aſide. The gentleman 
immediately joined him. I was about 


leaving the garden, till Mrs. Worthy, 


with more e horror in her looks, oppo- 
4 ſed 


» . Mm Hd c& << 
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ſed me. For a while we were motion. 


leſs, ſtaring at each other; but, as ſhe. 
beckoned to me, I followed her into 
the parlour, where ſhe thus addreſſed: - - 


me, in accents of violent diſtreſs : 


« Oh ! I % my ſon Yorthy vas 


« dit hin. 


„Why! Good Heaven ! What is 
« the matter now ?” 


7 


J am afraid the gentlemen vill fight. 


Do you know who that ſtranger is?“ 


Having confeſſed my ignorance, the 
old lady informed me, that it was old 


Mr. Charlemont, who, when he had 


entered the parlour, enquired for Mr. 
William Harcourt. Mrs. Worthy con- 


feſſed that he had left her; but, it 
ſeems, Mr. Charlemont perceiving Mr. 


Stafford and me together, ſuppoſed 


| 
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that the old lady, according to her 
orders, denied my uncle; and imagin- 
ing that Mr. Stafford was him, with 
out leave or apology, went into the gar- 
den. | | 


Fear made me bold; and, without 


further delay, I haſtened towards the 


window near which the gentlemen were. 


Having haſtily opened it, I attended 
to the dialogue—when the following 


words pierced me through the very 
bah „5 


Tic, Sir, 1 know you ; your name 
« is William Harcourt.” 

« Well, Sir—I am fatisfied—it is— 
« What then?“ 


« Then, Sir, mine is Charlemont; 
« the father of that infatuated boy, 
who, on account of his unhappy at- 
I | « tachment 
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« tachmenr to that alluring fugitive, 
the daughter of your brother, is now 
« n i 


« Is it in my power,” cried Mr. 
Stafford, diſſembling, © to recall the 


«paſt? Why then diſturb me? IT am 
« ſorry for my brother—ſorry for your 


ce ſon.“ 


« Sorry By Heavens you Hi. — 


«Fam come, Sir, to inform you, that 


« jt is my fixt and abſolute determi- 


nation to publiſh the whole affair.— 
« Your brother ſhall ſuffer for it -yes 
« will fee him ſoon; but, Sir, my 
« buſineſs with you is, to give the fol- 
* lowing advice—keep your niece at 
% home. My intended daughter-in-law 
e being here, it is contrary to Mr. 
« Courtney's will, that ſhe ſhould have 
« any further acquaintance with the 
© diflerabling Miſs Harcourt ; and as 

Vol. II. CV Julia's 


EONS 
x oo 


ol 75. 
3 — e — THAN” 
2 | 
ny 2 q —_— * 8 ag, «4 = 


are 1 9 


26 MARIA HARCOURT,. 


« Julia's father is about joining me, 
« to ſee how my ſon is, I thought it 
cc neceſſary to forewarn, and bid you 
« beware—of our reſentment.” 


« Sir, for my character's ſake, but 


« not on account of your menaces, I 


<« ſhall obſerve your directions. It is 


« neceſſary, though, that you tell me 
« where Miſs Courtney is to remain, 
« during her father's abſence, that I 
« may prevent all communication be- 
« tween her and Miſs Harcourt.” 


The unſuſpecting old gentleman in- 


formed Mr. Stafford, as he wiſhed, that 


Julia was to be left under the care of 
a maiden aunt ; but, as yet, he was 
not ſure whether Mr. Courtney and he 
ſhould leave town, as they waited for 


a letter from Sir Iſaac Littleton, where- 


by they = know 1f young Char- 


lemont 


U 
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lemont was as dangerouſly. ill as FI 
ported. 


4 


« T am ſorry,” returned Mr. Staf- 
ford, © to inform you that he is very 
„ill. Certainly it would be for the 
« benefit of my brother that he ſhould 
« ſpeedily recover; but why, ſhould I 
« conceal the truth from his ſo near re- 
lation? I aſſure you, Sir, he is in a 
« bad way—I had a letter from Mr. 
« Harcourt, requeſting my immediate 
« attendance there ; but your preſence, 
J think, would be of We ſer- 
ce vice.“ | 


The violence of old Mr. Charle- 
mont's temper, interrupted Mr. Staf- 
ford's further diſſembling. His impre- 
cations were ſhocking ; his menaces 
alarming :—my unhappy father was the 
ſole object of his indignation. On him 
his curſes were vented, and againſt him 

C 2 | his 


28 MARIA HARCOURT, 


his threatnings uttered. Till now, alas! 
I forgot I had a father; but the 
words of Mr. Charlemont, which im- 
plied immediate, death and revenge, 
ſo agitated my perturbed mind, that, 
without recollecting what I was about, 
I ran away from Mrs. Worthy, and, 
meeting the old gentleman in the 
hall, while his lips were quivering. 
with rage, I fell proſtrate at his 
feet, and humbly begged his pity. 


Struck with this unexpected ſcene, 
he ceaſed his fury, and, raiſing me 
from the ground, entered the parlour 
with me, and enquired what pity I 
wanted, | 


= Your's—your's.—lI am that un- 
« happy wretch—the daughter of Mr. 


8 Harcourt.— Oh! ſpare my father — 
| cc not 
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c not for mine, (for he never loved 


« me) but for the ſake of thoſe un- 


« fortunate beings—my brothers and ſiſ- 
« ters—who are with him.“! 


12 5 by 
The recollection of a ſon's ſuppoſ- 


ed illneſs, rouſed all the paternal 
feelings of Mr. Charlemont, who till 
upbraided me and Mr. Stafford. In 
vain I endeavoured to -exculpate my- 


ſelf. TI aſſured him that I never re- 


ceived any clandeſtine letters from 


his ſon, and that I left the village on 


purpoſe to avoid his company, ſince 
it was diſagreeable to his family,. 
that I would now leave London, 
and N 


Indeed, you ſhall not,” interrupt- 
ed Mrs. Worthy, who was afraid my 
declaration was ſerious. *I beg, Mr. 

. E 
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ye Charlemont, you vill not put the 
« poor thing into ſuch a fright : I wow 


« and prurteſ that 


Mrs. Worthy was herſelf interrupt- 
ed by her own maid, who whiſpered 
ſomething in her ear which very much 
alarmed her. Diſtreſſed as I was, I 
could not but perceive her's —How- 
ever, my own ſorrow was too preva- 
lent, and I could not attend to any 


As Mr. Charlemont was about 
departing, I graſped him by the coat, 
and on my knees again implored his 

mercy. 


« Forgive my father,” "> cried, 2 Oh! 
cc forgive my father.” 


Mrs. Worthy came in,' and, during 
her emotions of diſtreſs, ſeized me 
by 
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by the hand, and in a half:whiſper, 
exclaimed, 


ce 2 Dill you keep kin 2e vill 
« be ruined !“ 


« But I will.—Yes, yes, Mrs. Wor- 
« thy, till he promiſes to We my 
M father.” 


The old gentleman, even in his an- 
ger, was moved :—for the tears of 


ſympathy, gliſtening in his eye, had 


half extinguiſhed the fire of his paſ- 
ſion. 


Mrs. Worthy, ſeemingly fearful of 
ſome one's approach, left the room 
as abruptly as ſhe came in — while 
the old gentleman endeavouring to 
ſuppreſs his rage, took me by The 
hand. 


Ch « Riſe, 


ee. le Mi Ss 
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« Riſe, Miſs Harcourt,” he ſaid, 
« I pray you riſe. Our diſtreſs is, 
« indeed, ſimilar. —You are concerned 
« for a father, I for a ſon.—I cannot 
« blame you for your natural piety; 
« but, conlider—conſlider my agita- 
e tion,—my hopes—my wiſhes are 
« fruſtrated; the marriage which I 
« flattered myſelf would have long ere 
« this been completed is now de- 
e layed, perhaps for ever.—If my ſon 
« die Oh, that thought !” 

: ; ˖ 

« Die Heaven forbid your ſon 
« js not ſo ill. . 


* 


« Mr. Charlemont was much agi- 
ec tated. 1 | endeavoured all in my 
« power to aſſure him that his ſon was 
« not ſo dangerouſly ill — when ſud- 
« denly Mr. Sta fford, who, I believe, 
. « was liſtening to our converſation, ap- 
« peared, 
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— 
— — — 


2 
por er 
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ce peared, and contradicting what I 
« had ſaid, afſured Mr. Charlemont 
« that he was ill. 
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1 no no- not ſo very ill as re- 
2 ported.” 
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* Miſs: Harcourt, you know 
„ he is, but your eclings will not per- 
« mit you to own it.“ 


. * 1 
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% know it!—oh yes I do know 
« that he is ill but then my father 
I ſcarcely knew what I ſaid. 


cc You > know it, Miſs Harcourt 1. 
« By heavens your father ſhall ſuffer,” 


« Stay, ſtay, Mr. Charlemont—no— 
« he is not, 'tis all a pretence, a ſham.” 


A ſham do you ſay a ſham, Miſs 1 
« Harcourt ?” exclaimed Mr. Stafford, 
in a voice of meaning. | 


"bh 5 i «© No 
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34 
>= No---no---not a ſham, he is ill in- 
a deed---but——” 

So alarming was the countenance of 
Mr. Charlemont upon this contradic- | 
tory aſſertion, that I again revoked 
what I had ſaid—and again for Mr. 
Stafford's ſake. 

\ 

Mrs. Worthy now. entered, and ap- 
pearing very much confuſed on account 
of Mr. Charlemont's ſtay, begged that 
would follow her into the garden. I de- 
clined the requeſt, hoping to reconcile 
the old gentleman and my father. Upon 
*which my friend, Mrs. Worthy, ſeized 
my hand, and taking me aſide, whiſ- 
pered me that Mr. William Harcourt 
was in the next parlour. I confeſs that 
1 was very much diſconcerted, as I now 
ſuppoſed that a diſcovery would inevi- 
tably enſue.—For fear of being ſeen by 
my uncle, I was about withdrawing, 
and 


* ; \ 


iS 
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and fortunately, as I thought, Mr. 
Charlemont was taking his leave, while 


Mr. Stafford ftill in the character of my 


father's brother, was paying his addreſ- 
ſes, and urging the neceſſity of his 
immediately viſiting his ſon ; but, un- 
happily, the ſervant entering the par- 
lour abruptly, called out Mr. TS 
as ſomebody wanted him. 


Mrs. Worthy, with more than common 


fortitude, ran up to her ſervant, and ere 
ſhe conld proceed in the reſt of her 


meſſage, ſtopped her mouth, by com- 
manding her to tell Mr. Stafford ſhe 


was not at home. The real Stafford 


ſtood motionleſs, dreading (but I did 


not know then the cauſe) the fatal 


conſequences of this diſcovery, While 


Mr. Charlemont, rouſed by a name 
which it ſeems he knew ſo well, im- 


mediately exclaimed— 


15 CLAS > « Stafford 
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« Stafford, —ha What, — Jemmy 

« Stafford? Where is he? — Show him 
« in. — Ves, yes, — ] know him, but wiſh 
* to know him perjonally.” F 


Mr. Stafford was now e e 
to reſtrain Mr. Charlemont, by offer- 
ing him his farther advice; but the 
old gentleman begged of him to let 
him go, for he wiſhed to ſee this 
preſumptuous dog (as he called him) 
who aſpired to his daughter's love. 
Upon ſaying this, he broke looſe from 
Mr. Stafford, and we, not knowing 
till now the real anxiety of our young 
lodger, and the urgent neceſſity he 


had for concealing his name, were 


filent with ſurpriſe. But hearing the 
voices of Mr. Charlemont and my fa- 
ther s brother, in the adjoining par- 
lour, Mrs. Worthy | was determined 
that they ſhould not long converſe 


together ; therefore enjoining Mr. Staf- 
ford 


MARIA HARCOURT. T7 


ford and me to remain where we 


were, concealed, and upon no account 
to be ſeen by Mr. Charlemont again, 
or ſuffer Mr. Harcourt to diſturb us, 
ſhe went into the next parlour, and 
as we could overhear all that paſſed, 
ſoon quelled the threatening ſtorm. 


« Vhy, vhat is the meaning of all 
« this wrolence and noiſe ?—T tell you; 
« Sir,” addreſſing Mr. Harcourt, * that 
« there are no lodgings here now.“ 


« Ha, ha, ha!” exclaimed Mr. 
Charlemont, © he tells me his name is 


e William Harcourt.—But I know the 


« reaſon of his aſſuming the falſe title,” 
ſo turning about to my uncle, continu- 


ed, « You are Stafford, Sir; that pre- 


cc ſumptuous, daring mortal, who has, 


« by artifice and deceit, won the fond, - 


« alienated heart of my infatuated 


2 9 but ſpite of her credu- 


wh lity 
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a 115 and your diſſimulation, J ſhall 


« diſappoint your hopes, and con- 
« vince my child of her error.” 


cc I, Stafford!“ rejoined Mr. Har- 
court, * Sir, I don't know ſuch a per- 
« ſon.—I am——” 


cee Lord, don't be ſo wiolen. don't be | 
_ © ſo wiolent, cried Mrs. Worthy, ſtop- 
ping the mouth of my uncle, 


A Come, Sir, I am not that dupe 
"= that 5 imagine. I am Mr. Char- 


1 know, Sir; the father of that 
« fooliſh boy with whom my brother 
cc fought— whom, as ſoon as ever I 
ce received the account, I viſited, for 
© my family's ſake, and am now re- 
« turned to contradict that falſe re- 
« port, 
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ce n which ſays that he is danger 
ay * ill.“ 


« What, and is my ſon well?” 
cc Perfectly, —as well as I am.“ 


« Where is Mr. Harcourt ?” ex- 
claimed the old gentleman, meaning 
Stafford. Op 


Perceiving the danger that I was 
in, I concealed myſelf in a diſtant 
cloſet, Mr. Charlemont now ran 
into the next parlour, where Mr. 
Stafford was alone. 


. Pray, Sir, he cried, mn 

this room; pray do; there is a man 

« there, Mr. Harcourt, who aſſumes 

« your name, and pretends my ſon 1s well 

« but we ſhall confute the ſcoundrel, 
60 and 
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and pay him well for his inſolence. 
« Come—come.” | 


The old gentleman was now endea- 
vouring to bring Mr. Stafford into the 
next room by force, while the other did 
all in his power to diſſuade him from 
his purpoſe, by declaring that it was 
much beneath him to contend with 
ſuch a mean, unworthy fellow : but Mr. 
Charlemont was peremptory, and ab- 
ſolutely forced the other into the ſtreet 
parlour. However, Mrs. Worthy had 
fortunately prevailed upon Mr. Har- 
court to depart, by ſecretly aſſuring him 
that Mr. Charlemont was diſordered in 
his head ; and having come on purpoſe 
to ſee him, ſhe was neceſſitated to make 
apologies, -and, for the prevention of 
danger, declare that he was not in 
town. It ſeems my uncle was very well 
pleaſed with Mrs. Worthy's pretended 
goodneſs ; and knowing that ſhe had 
1 4 1. 
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let her lodgings, during hill abrupt de- 
parture, he calmly departed to find ſome 


elſewhere. Mr. Charlemont now anxi- 
_ ouſly enquired for Mr. Stafford, and. 


meeting the ignorant ſervant in the hall, 
began to query her. Patty, ſeeing Mr. 
Stafford, inſiſted that he was in the 
parlour; but the old gentleman, be- 
coming more enraged, inſiſted that he 
was gone. However, Mrs. Worthy ſend- 
ing the ſervant away, prayed Mr. Char- 
lemont to be quiet. The old gentleman, 
thinking that the frightened Stafford 
had taken the opportunity of evading 
his reſentment, endeavoured to ſmooth 
awhile his ruffled temper ; but turning 
round to Mr. Stafford, remarked the age 
of the Juppyſed lover. 


Well I could not have imagined it 
“I am vexed—moft curſedly vexed, 
to difcover that my daughter ſhould 
« haveſuch an abominable taſte. Why 
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« he is rather an old man; almoſt az 
ce old as I am.— By heaven I am more 
« yexed than ever. Had the inſignificant 
jade placed her affections upon a 
« young man, one about your age, 
e now, (looking ſtedfaſtly at Mr. Staf- 
« ford) I ſhould not be amazed but 


Four o Clock. 


« Four o'clock — Heavens! I have 
« ſtayed too ' long—I muſt ſee Mr. 
„Courtney, and to-morrow we ſhall 
« commence our journey.—Pray, Mr. 
« Harcourt, keep your niece at home. 
« I am curſedly afraid of Stafford dur- 
« ing my abſence. Truly I have a great 
« mind to make Mr. Courtney ſtay at 


cc home.” 


« Indeed,” returned the ſagacious 
Stafford, . r is a ſolid friend 


«on 
- 
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« on whom you can depend, that will 
«© willingly undertake the employ of 
« watching Miſs Courtney, I muſt con- 
« feſs there is ſome danger. There is 
« only one reaſon in the world which 
« would induce me to it—the hopes of 


« wrongs which my brother has done 


* ; 
« Well, and do you think that you 
could prevent that fellow who was 


« here from ſeeing her?” 


« J am confident I would. But 1 
ec ſhould not wiſh to be introduced to 
« Miſs Courtney as a ſpy—the character 


* was, ſhe might evade all my vigilance. 
« No, the ſafeſt way is firſt to intro- 
« duce me to her female guardian, the 
« maiden lady; as then I may be con- 
« ſtantly 


making ſome atonement for the 


«is ſo degrading, that, finding what 1 
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« ſtantly at the houſe, under pretence 
* of being her viſitor.” 


Sir,“ returned Mr. Charlemont, 
ee provided my ſon recover, and you be 
* faithful to your word, I ſhall forgive 
* your brother. But I muſt fee Mr. 
ec Courtney now; to him I ſhall diſcloſe 
« the propoſal. Meet us about ſeven 
ce this evening at the London Tavern; 
* for Mr. Courtney has ſolemnly vowed 
« never to viſit this houſe again.” | 


Upon faying this, and without wait- 
ing the other's anſwer, the old gentle- 
man departed. 


I, who, upon the late exit of my un- 
expected uncle, had ventured forth from 
my concealment, and near the door had 
attended to the paſt intereſting conver- 


fation, was now exceedingly elated, and 
joining 
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joining the equally happy Stafford and 


Mrs. Worthy, began to congratulate the 


former upon his love, and the pleaſing 
proſpect of ſucceſs—while he returned 


the ſame, with aſſurances that] ſhould 


be as happy. 


We ſat down to dinner ; and though 
this morning I eat but little breakfaſt, 


for grief, I could .cat nothing now, for 
Joy. 


Mr. Stafford immediately wrote to 


his friend a faithful account of what 


had paſſed, enjoining him to detain his 
father and Mr. Courtney as long as 
poſſible. 


=. Mane o Clock. 


3 


Mr. Stafford having gone to meet old 


Mr. Charlemont, according to appoint- 
ment, 
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ment, Mrs. Worthy and I were left 
alone, to ruminate upon what had hap. 
pened. The old lady wondered exceed. 


ingly where her ſon had been all day. 


While ſhe was expecting him every 


moment, and I anxious for Mr. Staf- 


ford's return, the tedious night crept on 
with heavy wings. 


Solitude being always the nurſe of 
affliction, my poor, poor turbulent 
heart was filled with a thouſand appre- 
henſiens.—I now began to conſider my 
ſituation; the money, for which 1 
was indebted to the benevolence of my 
late friend (but I could not call him by 
that tender name now) was almoſt ex- 


hauſted; this was the time I ſeriouſly 


thought within myſelf that I ſhould en- 
deavour to do ſomething. Mrs. Worthy, 


perceiving my ſudden diſtreſs, and 


ſtrongly recommending candour, I 
1 | partly 
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partly diſcloſed my fears, and added, 
that unleſs I ſhould now exerciſe 


my induſtry, I might re * idle- 
neſs. 


The good woman aſſured me that 
I ſhould never want. She perceived 


clearly, ſhe ſaid, that young Mr. 
Charlemont loved me, and one day 
or other ſhe hoped to ice me his 
wife. 


«Vain delufive hope,” I cried. © I 


< have not vanity enough to think 


cc it; ” 


Mrs, Worthy chid me for deſpond- 
ing“ No, child, it is not wazn, nor 
« is It warnity to think it. 


We did not fit up long, 1 Wee 
of 
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48 
of us ſlept well the preceding night 
Do each of us bade the other good 
evening. 


TUES- 
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n 


Ten clock. 


MX. Worthy not coming in till 
1 it was very early this morning, 
remained in bed while Mrs. Worthy 


and I breakfaſted by ourſelves. Mr. 


Stafford, about a few minutes after, 


came down ſtairs, to inform us of all 


that had happened, relative to his 
late appointment. 


He ſaid, that he was waiting ſome 
time in the coffee-houſe before the 
old gentleman appeared ; that when 
Mr. Charlemont came, he apologized 


Vor. II. —-. 1 


49 


Fill \ 
11 a 
16 
2 7, 3 
Sol x 
T1 ” v4 j 
« 14 
4 5 *y 
FAY 
| i 
43 
N 
C4; 


*. 
* 
27 2 25 N p — 

E o ©; * a LIL 2 * _- 

2 . n 
S — — — 2 
== 2 * 2 925 bl 

py -- - — — — 

3 EY - = 
Pu 5 n 8. 
r 


EE Win 
* l i; 
r 


— — — 


0 MARIA HARCOURT. 

for his ſtay, and declared that Mr, 
Courtney had detained him,—for _ 
ſeems they were conſulting a long 


time about their intended journey.— 


He faid, that he had left Mr. Court. 
ney over a bottle with ſome friends, 


and deſired the pleaſure of Mr. Stat. 
ford's company to join them. | 


3 | objected to this” continued 
Stafford, © obſerving that as I was, as 
yet, a ſtranger to Mr. Courtney, 
and ſure he could not eſteem. me, 
on account of the late misfortune, 
it was better to decline any meet- 
sing; but Mr. Charlemont inſiſted the 


* more. 


« Fearful that I might be known 
«by ſome of the company who were 
«there, though I have but few ac- 
«-quaintances in town, L was very 


=_— "unwilling to appear, and aſſured the 
of « old 
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old gentleman, that as I was not 
« dreſſed, F could not think of going: 
« notwithſtanding, any ſervice that I 
« could render him in reſpect to 
« Miſs Courtney, I poſitively would. 


Indeed, returned Mr. Charlemont, 
« though my friend Courtney is very 
„much enraged” againſt your brother 
« and Miſs Harcourt, on account of 
« her diſſimulation, yet as you have 
« promiſed to prevent any farther miſ- 
« chief, there is no doubt but we ſhall 
he conſtant friends; a brother is not to 
blame for the faults of another; no, 
« nor of his niece; ſo—give me your 
© hand;—You ſhall be at the wedding 
„of Miſs Courtney and my ſon.—I 
tell you, Mr. Courtney is the beſt 
friend in the world to a friend, but 
„the worſt enemy to a foe.” 


D2 « Saying | 


52 MARIA - HARCOURT, 


* Saying this, old Mr. Charlemont 
« abſolutely forced me into a car- 
« riage, and away we drove. 


* My private thoughts during our 
ec tète- a: tẽte, you may well ſuppoſe, 
were many. — I was apprehenſive 
that by ſome means or other, a diſ- 
« covery of my real name would en- 
« ſue.— But what will not faithful 
« love perform? — The hopes of yet 
« poſſeſſing my dear Julia partly diſ- 
« pelled my fears; and the nearer 
I approached. Mr. Courtney's, the 
« more courageous I became. 


« Very fortunately for me, when = 
e was introduced to my dear Julia's 
father, his company (except one) 
« were gone; the remaining gentle- 
« man was a Mr. Simple, who, I per- 
4 ceived, by ſeveral items which Mr. 
« vides rare now and then threw 
& 2; N 


1 
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« out, was a mere intruder. — I 
looked about me with very eager 
« eyes, expecting every moment to 
« behold my dear charmer, but, in 
« the courſe of converſation, diſcover- 
„ed that it was not in Mr. Court- 
« ney 8 houſe bg lived. 


« W WES 1 Pry” had well 
« examined my features'; however, af. 
« ter the bottle was finiſhed, he im- 
« mediately took his leave. 


The fathers now made their ſe- 
« veral enquiries about my family, 
e particularly my age. I evaded every 
« ſuſpicion, by declaring myſelf the 
« youngeſt child,-and that your father,” 
(addreſſing me) « who was my ſup- 
55 n e was che eldeſt. 


6 N I un then hinted about 
* my niece's ſudden departure from 
— 5 8 
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+ 
« her family. He befor: ſuppoſed you 
« (he ſaid) to be an orphan, and there- 
fore pitied you,—However, when 1 
« explained that you were the leaſt 
beloved of all your brothers and 
« ſiſters, and on account of ſome ſe- 
_« vere reproaches from your father, 
« were determined to provide for your- 
a „ ſelf—his nt I 2 | 
« ſtill continued. | 


I took the liberty of adding, that, 
« indeed, I would not encourage my 
, niece in any romantic folly ; but, 
„Knowing well the moroſe temper of 
* my brother, and the conſequent diſ- 
«treſs of his caſt-away child, I was 
« determined, without the knowledge 
* of Mr. Harcourt, to protect you.“ 


I thanked Mr. Stafford for the 
kind and affectionate manner he had 


taken to reconcile me to my late 
bene- 
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| benefactor. But Mrs. Worthy being 
anxious to hear the remainder of Mr. 


Stafford's ſtory, the young W : 


proceeded. 


« Mr. Courtney informed me, that 


«as I had deemed it neceſſary that 
« old Mr. Charlemont and he ſhould 
« yiſit the unfortunate youth, his in- 
« tended ſon-in-law, in, 
« they ſhould accordingly commence 
their journey to-morrow morning; 


« that they would rely upon me to 


« prevent all improper communica. 
tions between my niece and Miſs 


Courtney; who, during his abſence, 


was to remain at an old maiden 


« lady's in the next ſtreet, that had 


« promiſed on her ſide the moſt vigi- 
« lant attention. 


«] enquired her name ; the unſuſ- 
« " pecking father replied; that it was 
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« a Mrs. Middleton, and told me I 
« ſhould be introduced to . ere my 
15 departure. - 


Our converſation then turned 
upon Mr. Simple, whom Mr. 
“Courtney had accidentally met with 
« a day before, at one of the gentle- 
men's houſes who dined with him 
« © to-day. Mr. Simple had 

a companied the gentleman iar 


ce ed. 
« It * continued the ſagacious 
Mr. Courtney, .< that ſuch is Mr. Sim- 
« ple's on opinion of his literary abi- 
« lities, that he looks upon them as a 
« competent recommendation to any 
« ſociety. 


« The producing, he thinks, ſome 
© clean, neat writing is ſufficient apo- 
4 logy 15 a mean, dirty action; for, 
cc by 
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« by what I have diſcovered of this 


„ gentleman, he is no leſs, nor no 
« more, than a common paragraphiſt, 


« who vends a daily collection of lies 
« for a bare ſubſiſtence ; and thinks 


ec the honorable employ of ſcandalizing | 


« a neighbour, an introduction ſuſh- 


ce cient to his table. 


10 Yeu may 3 ** 8 Why 


« he dined with me.—I wonder too! 
« —But- what will barefaced impu- 
« dence not * 5 


: = Scclug that he can command a 
« few free tickets for the play, from ſome 


% timorous performer, who wiſhes 


« to make an advantageous appearance 
« in the morning prints — he thinks, 
« becauſe he ceremoniouſly invites you 


« to the play, that he may without ce- 


« remony invite himſelf to dinner. 
Nor is this all—he will take farther 
D 5 N liber- 
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« libe rties,—beg to know your 8 
and upon yur credit, dreſs: himſelf 
* gut. — This is the true charac er of 
that great Mr. Simple, whom you 
« ſaw. He will eat, drink, and ſleep with 
« u - borrow your money, and, per- 
« haps, in a ſeœ days, make you the ſole 
« ſubje& of one of his magazine anec- 
*« dotes. Such are the worthleſs prac- 
e for hire, gain, and reward, will ex- 
4 tend the utmoſt of their threadbare 
genius, and make the pen, which is 
« the gift of nature, and was former- 
ly eſteemed the ſtaff of merit—now, 
4 the inſtrument of vice and obſce - 
«ac ann. 
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—_ When Mr. 3 had | fally ex- 
* patiated on the law practices of Mr. 
* Simple wondering why Mrs. Middle- 
« ton had not come, according to her 


n he 3 that F ſhould 


« take 
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„take her addreſs, and by informing 
« her who I was, infured me a favors 
„ able 3 


„I deparced, aher enchengiag many 


« promiſes with Mr. Courtney, the 
chief of which were to be very par- 
a ticular in reſpect to his daughter; 
« and that in return, he would be as 
favorable to Mr. Harcourt, my ſup- 
«poſed brother, as far as the ſtate 


«* of young Mr. Charlemont 8 Health 


10 would 1 


1 Having now 1 as happi. 
ly as I could poſſibly expect, and 


«elate with the hopes of once more 


© beholding my dear Julia, I haften- 
«ed with eager paces towards Mrs. 
« Middleton's lodgings, and after 
« knocking at the door, remain 
«in anxious expectation, — but, 


„to my no Fry di appointment, 
. 6 | cc was 
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«was informed by the ſervant; that 


© ſhe and Miſs Julia were abroad.— 
« I repeated my viſit in about two hours 
« after, and received the ſame anſwer. 
« Suppoſing- that they were now at 
« Mr. Courtney's, I thought proper 


«to call there, and acquaint him with 


4 my diſappointment ; — but neither 


Mr. Courtney or old Mr. Charlemont 
& could be ſeen. | 


3.6 As further viſits were evidently 
« unneceſſary, I endeavoured to keep up 


my ſpirits, and poſtpone my intentions 
- © till to-day ; when, as I ſuppoſe, Mr. 


& Courtney and old Mr. Charlemont 


A are gone, I may with greater ſafety 55 


« and more aſſurance perſonate your un- 
cc cle, and wait immediately upon the 
2 old lady.“ 


| - Without any further ceremony Mr. 


Stafford took VP. his hat; and well 


of * HTO 
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* 
* 


8 the urgency of his depar- 


1 only begged him to be as 
expeditious as e e 


Mrs. Worthy 40 diner me in 


this injunction. — Upon which the 
young gentleman, after promiſing obe- 
n took a ſhort leave. ; 


Fits 0 Clock. 


rs. Worthy now was very buſily 
A herſelf after dinner with 
ſome work; when, interrupted by the en- 
trance of her ſon, ſhe turned about with 
a ſarcaſtic air, and began to rally him. 


for ſo long indulging himſelf in bed. 


But upon the young gentleman's declin- 
ing the joke; and aſſuring us that 
he had a very melancholy tale to relate, 
the old lady, ſeating herſelf near the 

table, 
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table, the ſciſſars in one hand, and the 
other with ſome cloth ſupporting her 
head, while her ſpectacles remained ſtill 
unremoved, and the ears of curioſity 
earneſtly WP of 


« Having, according to the mandates 
« of Mr. Courtney, waited upon Mrs. 
Motley, I was informed that our 
„ friend had been there about a ſhort 
* while before, to apologize for not be- 
ing able to execute the plan which was 
« deviſed for the protection of my dear 
« Miſs Commerce, as he had an una- 
« yoidable engagement upon his hands 
« with ſome friends, and was obliged the 
c next day, he ſaid, to leave town; but 
* ſtrongly recommended Mrs. Motley to 
«take me in his place, who, as he was 
« fully convinced of my difintereſted 


« .- gd for Emma, would, he made 
c6 no 


Funn — 
„ — — * 
2 


. 
whe * -— — 


- — 
. | war 


* 


« no doubt, be equally if not more ns 


ee an 


1 endend Mr. Suan much 


« for his philanthropy, and the old 


lady, indeed, joined me in his praife ; 
but ſhe ſaid that all the perſuaſions 


cc which ſhe had made uſe of to forgive | 


« the fatal miſtake of the letter, had no 
« weight. — He was very much enraged 
« at her for mentioning the en and 
« wiſhed never to hear of it AUG” 


Upon Mr. Worthy's _ ation of n my 
late benefactor's ſtable reſentment, 1 
heaved a deep ſigh, and was about mak- 
ing ſome piteous remarks, when the 
young gentleman's mother, rather of- 
fended with my unſeaſonable diſtreſs, 
prayed Mr. Worthy to continue the 
* tale. 


1 
. 


Being 
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Being now remarkably gracious 
« with Mrs. Motley, ſhe began to un- 
“ boſom her thoughts as candidly to me 
© as ſhe did lately to Mr. Courtney. 


As the time was near. approaching, 
the old lady thought it the beſt 
« way to repair immediately to Mrs. 


Commerce; and enquired of me, if 
the volatile wretch, Mr. Random, was 


* acquainted with me. 


o the only circumſtance 
* which ever brought us together; but 
* remarked, that as Mr. Random's ſitua- 
e was rather diſagreeable, and that 


« Twas unexpectedly met in the hall, 
did not imagine that he took much 


* notice of the perſon to whom he was 
e indebted for a kick. 


„While we were thus diſcourſing, 
* ſome perſon, unknown, waited upon 
« « Mrs. Motley, requeſting her to come 

cc to 
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« to Mrs. Commerce as ſoon as poſſible; 
« for that herdaughter and Mr. Random 
« were waiting for her company to take 
« the air, as was ordered. 
« I well examined the ſtranger, ſtrong- 
« ly ſuſpecting, at firſt, that he was the 
« dark aſſiſtant 1 in this myſterious buſi- 
= neſs. i | 
. Mrs. Motley A Eee” him often 
«1n ey reps to Mr. Random. 


* He confeffed himſelf an gik 
« ance of this gentleman's, but denied 
that he was to be with him this day; 
« as buſineſs of another nature, he ſaid, 
* demanded his preſence elſewhere, and 
che was to dine with a gentleman he 
B'S... Never ſaw before. 


« Soon as he had PAT Mrs. 
3 " Morley and your humble ſervant pr e- 
„ 
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ve pared for this extraordina 

« According to her hominid I pro. 
« miſed to follow the carriage which 
« my dear Emma, ſhe, and the deceitful 
« Random were to go in.— Whatever 
« place they were to alight at, I was 
< then, as if by accident, to paſs by, and 
« meet Mrs. Motley, a ſuppoſed old ac- 
c quaintance, who ſhould, under pre- 
« tence of politeneſs, requeſt the plea- 
« ſure of my company to join her and 
« Miſs Commerce; upon which I was 
t to acquieſce, and enter whatever habita- 
« tion Mr. Random might think proper 
« to bring the ladies to, and be witneſs 
« of all the treachery that was there 
« premeditated. 


r This ſcheme; which Seemed likely 

2 to proceed, pleaſed Mrs. Motley 
% much. Accordingly we left her reſi- 
« dence, and haſtened towards Mrs. 
* commerce 93; near which I remained 
* wich 
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« with patient anxiety till at laſt I per- 
« ceived my treacherous rival conduct- 
« ing the all-lovely Emma into the 
"© carriage. 


« I was particular in avoiding his 


« ſight —Mrs. Motley laſt of all went 


jn; and as ſhe promiſed to obſerve, 
« commanded the coachman not to 


„drive too - faſt. — But Mr. Random 


© being diſpleaſed with this charge, 
_* endeavoured to countermand her.— 
« My prudent Emma, however, de- 


« claring that ſhe ſhould be exceed- 
« ingly ill if he did —Mr. Random was 
« obliged” to comply with the ladies 


« requeſt, 


For about two miles I kept up with 


« the coach tolerably well ; but my 


«anxiety and fears overcoming my 
8 e 1 mon failed in the 
| .cc pur- 
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« purſuit ; the journey being much far. 
« ther than I expected. 


« I ſtepped into an inn which was 
« happily in the way, where immedi- 
© ately hiring a horſe, I mounted with 
* trembling haſte, and rode with anxious 
60 ee | 


de Tc. was a full half hour before I 


« could perceive the carriage; at laſt 


] ſaw it at a diſtance, waiting at ſome 
«<-houſe: My fears returned; and though 


© my: volatile beaſt in all appearance 
_« flew; I thought every moment an 
© hour ere I could approach it. 


« Tt was at a confetioner's ſhop, where 
Mr. Random's company were hap- 
< pily waiting. It ſeems my dear 


Emma and Mrs. Motley; rather 
_ «apprehenſive of my not being able 
© mee up with them, pretended a 


9 reliſh 
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00 « reliſh for ſome cakes and wine, which 
« obliged. Mr. Random to ſtop here, 
« and provide what was neceſſary. The 
delay that was here purpoſely ocea- 
« fjoned, though contrary to the wiſhes 
« of Mr. Random, was L fortunate _ 
> for me. 


7 Mrs. l who was anxiouſly 
looking round for me, at laſt perceiv- 
«ed me at a diſtance; when, as a 

_ « ſignal to ſhew me what they were 
« about, ſhe raiſed the glaſs of wine, 
« under pretence of drinking it. A 
« few minutes having ſoon expired, the 
« coachman, by permiſſion of the la- 
« dies, was , ordered by Mr. Random, 

in a loud voice, to renew his haſte, 

and ſtop at a ſmall white cottage 
« which ſtood by irſelf at the: {ae of 
8 the next I. 


7 4 SW ++ * * q 4 


« Over- | 38 
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* Overhearing Mr. Random's com. 
. mands, I was determined to have the 
«lead, and in a very ſhort time ap- 
<:-proached the place that was del. 
& cribed; where diſmeunting, and leav- 
ing my horſe with 4 little boy, at a 
« diſtance from the cottage, who pro. 
<«< miſed to take care of it, I waited 
with exulting: patience the . 
f the carriage. EO! 


* Wittine, however, to know as much 
as I poſſibly could about the maſter 
«of this: cottage, I enquired of the boy 
* every particular. 


He told me, chat it was the private 
& country ſeat of a young gentle- 
„man, who at preſent was ſomewhere 

«elſe, and therefore there was only one 
man in it; to whoſe care the place 
vas entruſted, 


ct What 


MARIA HARCOURT. 71 


anxious curioſity. 


« Indeed, Sir,” replied the innocent 


0 youth, he is a ſtranger to us all, 
though for many years in the village. 
« The young gentleman: who is the 


_ © realmaſter of this place isexceedingly 


« rich; but being fubſervient. to the 
« whims of a moroſe father, has chaſen 


« this little place as a temporary retreat 
whenever he is in town, The perſon 
« who. inhabits: it now undertaok. the 
« fole management of it during his 


© maſter's minority; and I make no 
« doubt, added the boy, but he was 
« well paid for it. 


— enquired the name of the gentle- 
man who owned it; but the bay re- 


*plied that it was ſtill preſerved a ſe- 
* cret, and would be, he ſuppoſed, till 
* the death of his father. I then aſced 
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the name of the perſon who inha- 

« bited it. He told me that it was a 

« Mr. Moreland, a man of a ſaturnine 

< complexion, and anther blunt in his 
„ manners. N 4; 


Having gained as much informa- 

tion from the boy as I poſſibly could, 
I began to be impatient for the ar- 
«rival of the me 


- < While I was, a ſauntering 
about the cottage, Mr. Moreland, 
« whom the boy was deſcribing, ap- 
& «peared at the door; and, wonder- 
| 4M ing -at the cauſe of my. dallying 
there, very rudely enquired what | 
* wanted. 


5 nook no notice at firſt ; but, 
On a repetition of the impertinent 
« query, and fearful that my hopes of 
« PI thould be baffled, I told 
cc him, 


wt 
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him, that I was waiting for a 
friend.“ | | 


% Why, ſays the man, I ſhould 
« not have aſked you, but that I 
« thought you might ſpare a few mi- 
« nutes, or ſo, to watch the place 


« here, till I run acroſs the road for a 


« pail of water. 


„I was very glad of this, and pro- 
% miſed him, indeed, the n vi- 
" * gilance. 


*The well, added he, is Shs 
yards from this; but if your friend 
« ſhould come, during my abſence, 


„you may invite him into the par- 
" lour. | 


* I ſeemed very well pleaſed with 
* this propoſal and the man continued, 
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«JT expect a gentleman and lady 
here. Should they come while I am 
«away, I ſhall be obliged to you if 
* you will bid them ſtay in the par- 
«c tour till my return.” 


Pa 


"WT promiſed to obſerve his direc- 
« tions, upon which the man, - after 


" young for the oY I N 


„ now ſeized the ppplomunity of 
cc examining the place during Mr. 
% Moreland's abſence ; and perceiv- 
« ing a caſe of piſtols and an old 
« ſword, for fear of any hereafter vio- 
« Jence, I took the liberty of remov- 


ing chem. 


wet © Wh hs minutes after I had 
tc taken poſſeſſion of the houſe, the 
* coach appeared. 


« Mrs. 
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« Mrs. Motley's fluttering heart was 
« ſomewhat at eaſe when ſhe perceiv- 
« ed me at the door; but, as I was 
« in the cottage, ſhe did not pretend 
* to know me. | 


The aſtoniſhed Random enquired 
5 R ha for Mr. Moreland. 


259 RES 


«p<... 


«I Hs it the beſt way to tell 
« the truth, and accordingly inform- 
«ed the young adventurer, that Mr. 
« Moreland was gone for ſome water, 
and commiſſioned me to take care of 
the cottage during his abſence ; 
at the ſame time he enjoined me 
to ſhew whatever company ſhould 
come into the ca | 
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ia; "a FO Emma was ſecretly re- 
« joiced at ſight of me, and the tranſ- 
ported Mr. Random, elate with his 
© own * hopes of ſeducing the 
« divine 


— 


4 th. a * : 4 
— 1 7 WE Ln” oe . 3 — 
OY * = 
e 
— — N a — as ed ny = wot OF 


r £2 1:0 
TAGS. I" oo. . 
- x _— \ i Ls 


te Moe = 
43 


Pr, — 


a 
„„ +» Har. 
by _—_— = 


76 MARIA HARCOURT. 


« divine Miſs Commerce, looked at 
„me with a contemptible air; and, 


2 £7 * * 


* fortunately, not recollecting my fra. 


: _— 
+ 


41 returned tin ſupercilious va- 
« nity with a frown. of equal con- 
DP tempt. 8 | 


oF e tures, ſtrutted about with a Peculiar 
ib « conſequence. ; 

i4 « Well, Sir, he cried, gm fr no 
= * further occaſio ion for you. 5 : 

i ? | | * pes * 
„ Sir, (I returned) Mr. Moreland 
1 bade me wait till his return. 

| | © Did he fo oh ! well, —that al- 
IE: « ters the caſe.—You meg may 
i 3 85 Py” 5 
| | | 


— 


« My dear Emma now obſerved the 
* Jateneſs of the time, and thought it 
« proper 
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proper to return home. She obſerv- 

« ed, that as this was the firſt time 

« ſhe was abroad ſince her illneſs, ſhe 

« ſhould not ſtay too long. Her mo- 

_ « ther, the added, JUNE. a ſpeedy 
q return. | 


« Mr. Random little 33 the 


« young lady's obſervations but de- 
« clared, it was an hour earlier than 
« what it Was. | 


6 1 took the liberty: of contradict. 
" ing him, mentioning the exact hour, 


«and adding, that his watch muſt be 
-Þ conſequently too ſlow. > 


„Sir, returned the worthleſs crea- 
ture, indignantly ; your watch is, 


like your tongue, 0 faſt.—I was 
right this morning by the Horſe 
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ce My dear Emma enquired if I were 
„going to town. I anſwered in the 
« affirmative. Upon which the young 
lady and Mrs. Motley purpoſely 
6 requeſted | the pleaſure of my com- 
% pany in the carriage. We wWänt a 


8 fourth perſon, rejoined: the old 
« lady... 8 #4 Honigs 305 


7 
LS 


— — 1 * | 12 7 7 | 2} 5 * N O15! 8 182 


« Mr. indem was quite terrified, 
“and, I believe, dreaded my compli- 
„ ance, which I no Tooner perceived, 
« than I aſſured the ladies that 1 rode; ; 
« but notwithſtanding that, for the 


40 pleaſure of their company, 1 ſhould 
« wait till they were about going, and 


"e ride Nog, may _ 
| | wr III IT 115 74 * 


« The mortified Aolig Winder | 


Fg $3 2 # 8 


_ « frowned at Mrs. Motley, and taking 
« her aſide; ſaid, he did not like me.— 


« He then continued his conſequen- 
tial walks about the room, and ob- 
0 


* 
We 
FR 
. * 
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« ſerved that bis cottage was in a oy 
« airy; ee 


NL 51 


4 Vours, e M ”Y Commerce. 


« 1 my . mine. We may do 
te what, we pleaſe here. ſhall ſhow you 


s the apartments above ſtairs, —and the 
Will * 


« garden, my dear — and 
« come. with me? _ 


« My charming Emma very pru- 
* dentiy declined his artful invitation, 


« —ywhile I, rather ſhrewdly, obſerv- 1 
« ed,—that the maſter of this cottage, 


«] underſtood. to be a young heir. 5 


« Well, et Mr. Randow, 
tt ih he is and I am he. 0 | 


«1 ſmiled, and was a be- 


ing a very pleaſant companion, the 
* © gentleman wiſhed me far away. — 
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« He was much diſconcerted, and 
« ſeemed very deſirous for Mr. More- 
« land's return. His patience being 1 
« exhauſted, and the time too pre- 
© cious, he was reſolved to look for 
* Mr. Moreland, and, I ſuppoſe, con- 


« ſult . bim in private. 


Dots 31 5 v913olY 1 


« Mr. Random for a mottient bk 


« his leave, according to our with. 
We now indulged our moſt ſecret 


« thoughts ;—with rapturous delight . 
« ſeized my dear Emma's hand, and 
« prefling it to my eager lips, kiſſed 
«jt with repeated rhapſody; in as 
« few words as poſſible, I now told poor 
« Sophia's ſtory, till Mr. Random, her 
« ſeducer, having met Mr. Moreland, 
* they both returned together, — the 
latter, no doubt, being well inſtruct- 
« ed in reſpect to the ſuppoſed maſter 
« of the e, 


5 ec Mrs. 
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« Mrs. Motley, about this time, 
“ Was taking a full view of the gar- 


den but when ſhe turned round. 
c « and Mr. Moreland had feen her— 


« heavens! what ſenſations ſucceed- 
« ed !—The neglected wife, and the 


« prodigal huſband together | Mrs. 


« Motley ſcreamed, and her huſband, 


« who, had only borrowed the name 
« of Moreland, . ſtood confounded. 


« Why,” ſaid he, addreſſing Mr. 


Random, © did not you foretel me theſe 
« perſon's names? She is my wife, from 
« whom I have torn n theſe Land 
1 teen years — 


. He would have continued, but 
« Mrs. Motley interrupting him, —beg- 
**ged him to think no more of the 
« paſt, but return to her faithful 
* arms. 


E 5 « He 


n 
4 1 
! 
d * 
* 
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„He begged her patience. for he 
« had longer time, he ſaid, to be in 
« private. But that he had a tale to 
* tell, which would amply "apologize 
r for his Jong abſence. | Wok 125 
i 0 ner 
* My dear Ertl, Who all this 
« while endeavoured to j redcea her 
« burſting grief, could no longer ſup- 
« preſs the. laudable overflowings of 
« nature, upon the diſcovery of a 
« known—but unknowing parent. Fal- 
« ling then at his feet, ſhie gave free 
vent to her ſorrow, and loudly ex- 
« claiming, Oh! my father my fa- 
« ther! relieved her filial diſtreſs with 
A "a N Hover of tears. 
* The pe tber couſed at the 


23 Gight of an "WET daughter, 
1 ſeized 


Wee 
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« ſeized. the Tce, Random by 
* throat. | 19 110 


5 8 Det ti 16:5 108 To 
28 Villain, che; he, have you 
« fixed upon me, alone. as the inſtru- 
« ment of your treachery, and hoped j 
for my, aſſiſtance towards the ſeduc- 

CI tion of, de child? 5 
gol on bliz = 

Mr. Random 1 to rec. "8 
* tify this ſuppoſed miſtake, and inſiſted 4 


« that, Emma was the daughter of Mrs. is 


E. is 10 my e girl, apprehen- 
« ſive... of. ; incurring a. father's diſ- 
« pleaſure, declared. the more ſolemn- 
«ly that ſhe was his z—and for the 
% ſake of his benediction, confeſſed 
« herſelf an impoſition - upon... Mrs. 
« Commerce. | 


y o 2 


* 
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« Mrs. Motley could no longer bear 
« the infamy of Mr. Random. He 
* confeſſed it to be his intention to 
force the young lady to a compli- 
« ance to his wanton defires, and pro- 
* miſing to releaſe Mr. Motley from 
« a debt which had long buried him 
« in oblivion, had prevailed upon him 
« to lend the ee and at his 
= Thos. '«c. vi pres 1 


1 
qa © 


41 290 no longer brook this me- 
« ditated wickedneſs, and fiercely ap- 
. proaching the deteſtable Random, 
« menaced him in the moſt bitter 
« terms. Upon his attempting to 
« withdraw, I oppoſed. his paſlage, 
« and dechred myſelf much inclined 
* ro ſerve him as I did in e 

« ther's hall. 


e — che. reeblletion of this, 


and the knowRdge of his double 
« enemy, 


m 
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_ « enemy, he trembled exceedingly ;— 
« but, collecting his ſpirits, with more 
00 n than woes _ n 
us: 


. r: L „Wonhy- ür Motlcywiy you 
have me here in an embarraſſed 
« ſituation; but hear me I confeſs 
« all that I intended did mean to 
force the inclinations of Miſs Com- 
« merce, and then marry her; but un- 
derſtanding now that ſhe is the 
daughter of Mrs. Motley, I ſhall for- 
get the unrelenting beauty.— She is 
« your's, Sir, (addreſſing only me) or 
© any body's that ſhe pleaſes—but beware 
« of my power—if you publiſh one 

e tranſaction of what has paſſed to the 
detriment of my character, by heaven 
4 ſhall diſcover to Mrs. Commerce 
_* the — whieh has been played' 

n Wyo noi 
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„This unexpected threat had ſo agi- 


< tated Mrs. Motley, that ſhe begged 
eus all, for heaven's ſake, to be paci- 
too — for her ſake particularly I was 
% calm. Mr. Random, upon this, wil- 
ling to ingratiate himſelf in our 


e eſteem, aſſured us that he would aſ- 
_<« fiſt our ſecret love. Though I had 
< not credulity enough to believe him, 


« yet I thought it his intereſt to be ſin- 
< cere, and deemed it my beſt way not 
«to betray. any knowledge of the poor 
« deluded Sophia till ſhe arrived. 


5+ The time being now. far ſpent, Mr. 


Motley aſſured his wife that he muſt 
« for a few months longer ſtay in this 
«cottage ; n enjoining her to obſerve 
« the moſt profound ſecreſy, promiſed 
* to ſend her the next day a letter 


Which ſhould fully explain the cauſe 


of his long abſence. Mrs. Motley 
« had 
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a had now ſome private converſation 
4 with her huſband, reſpecting my dear 
“Emma, I ſuppoſed, which ſeemed 
« to diſconcert Mr. Motley much. 
% We now prepared for her return 
to Mrs. Commerce, and though in 
« Our hearts we deſpiſed Mr. Random, 
« yet, ſe Lintereſt prevailing, we ap- 
« peared all very amicable; my dear 
« Emma, her mother, and Mr. Random 
went in the coach, while J rode : beſide 
« n 2 


Mr. Worthy having conch his 


narrative, declared that according to 


promiſe he muſt wait upon Mrs. Motley 
early in the morning, and learn the re- 
ſult” of this affair. We wiſhed him 
much ſucceſs; but his mother, after 
many remarks, wow'd and purteſted ſhe 
vas Wery forry he ever knew the girl. 
We were now extremely anxious for 


EG MARIA. HARCOURT. 


Mr. Stafford's return; and, during his 
abſence, entertained the time with im- 
parting to Mr. Worthy all that that young 
gentleman had told us. 


* 
; «> . . 
| 7 FI 68 ke, 
5 — 4 * 5 7 * Fl ; C &2 0 
* * — 4 >. 4 * 0 Fa . _— 
4" $ * r . 
; * #4 FF % SE # X 0 
* 9 o — 


A letter from my brother now came 
by a private hand; it was directed to 
= Mr. Worthy, and written in the follow- 
ing manner: 


J thank you for your polite and 

« kind aſſiſtance to reſtore to peace and 
« honor a poor deluded girl, and have 
« the pleaſure to inform you that 
8 Sophia Weldon (as that is her name) 
« will be in London in the courſe of a 


« few days; it is therefſare better to 
| " 1 | 


3 
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keep concealed. the intention of her 
0 coming till ſhe abſolutely arrives, as 
* then the unexpected preſence of an 


« injured woman muſt certainly de- 


_« prive her baſe ſeducer of all power of 


« evaſion, and be the means of making 
him more 'readily atone for his late 
o unworthineſs. 


"2-4 * . 1 ? * 


K 1 think myſelf exceedingly happy 
ee in having thus, by chance, found a 


« oentleman on whom I may depend 
« for the performance of his word. 


« I intended, on Sophia's account, to 


© have gone to London myſelf ; but 
e ſhall now decline the journey, as I 
« wiſh to attend the next examination, 
« which is very nigh, notwithſtanding 


any ardent wiſh for the completion of 


this pious ſcheme ; beſides, ſome 
“ unhappy events in my own family re- 
quire a ſpeedy return to my father, who 
on account of his late misfortunes; 


« wiſhes 
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« wiſhes much for the prefence of his 
« ſon. Though for him I, ought to 
« neglect my ſtudies, . yet, as the time 
« will be ſhort, I ſtay to finiſh them ; 
« but would not have him think upon 
« any account that I would both neglect 
him and them, even for the ſake of this 
* fair ſufferer. 1 To erred 4807 


« Though modern honor may acquit 
Mr. Random for the vile part he has 
« played, yet, by a jury of well-diſpoſed 
« perſons, he muſt ſurely be found 
« ovilty; nor can the puniſhment of 
« his giving his hand to her whom he 
« has ſo much injured be deemed too 
great, ar even ſufficient. n on 

| © fence. HIT TORT YO nie 


* As: you are concerned in this buſi- 
«neſs, according to your own words, 
J make no doubt but you will, take 


« * every poſſible care to prevent Mr. 
« Random's 
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« Random's ſcttening himſelf from 
« juſtice; by either abſenting'or marry- 


ing before the arrival of Sophia. Poor 


« thing, ſhe would have carried this 
jetter herſelf, but reaſons which T0 


a he. hereafter know, "WR. 
1 10 3481 327 F 
« The bearer of - this being lightly 


« acquainted with Mrs. Villars, and 
conſequently, her nephew, muſt not 


Know the contents, nor fee Sophia 


« till the buſineſs is done. 


« very e el heard of his 
« going to London, and took the fa- 
vorable opportunity of ſending this, 
ag I knew you would get it ſooner 
«than by poſt; diſmiſs him with 
« thanks, and, I make no doubt, but, 
L according to promiſe,” you will re- 
« ceive ror "es with a OR wel- 
2 come. RI 


« Though 
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« Though anxious to be wedded to 
« Mr. Random, ſhe thinks The ſhall 
« not taſte much matrimonial pleaſure, 
But hopes by redeeming her honor, 
« that ſhe may be reſtored to the fa- 
« yor of her inexorable father, which 
« will conſummate all the happineſs 


« 5 expects on earth. 


„Her mother died a few days ago 
© of a broken heart. 


11 am, : 
* Your humble ſervant. 


« C. HARcOURT.“ 


The 
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The bearer of this was a tall, elder- 
ly man.—Mrs. _ Worthy aſked him fe- 
veral queſtions; ; but I confeſs I was 


too much intereſted with my bro- 


ther $ letter” ( which Mr. Worthy hand- 
ed to me for PERO) "4 to Unten to their 
infipid chat. 4 


Soon as I had made my obſervations 
upon Charles's tender epiſtle, I then 


delivered it to Mrs. Worthy, (as ſhe 


had her ſpectacles on) and while ſhe 
was looking it over, I enquired of the 
ſtranger, if he had been for any length 


of time acquainted with Mr. Har- 


court. 

« No, ad; he heard of my com- 
ing to London, and begged me to 
deliver this letter.. 
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_ « Is your ſtay to be * 2” enquired 
Mr. Worthy. 


J hope ſo,” cried the old man; 
« for having no family now,. — I de. 
« clined buſineſs in Oxford, and am 
«come to enter partnerſhip with a per- 

v ſon here of my own profeſſion, my 

« ſtay will therefore argon upon our 


cc ſucceſs.” 


J was not ſo inquiſitive as to enquire 
his buſineſs or name, but returning him 
thanks, in union with Mr. Worthy, for 
the trouble he had taken, wiſhed him 

every ſucceſs in his undertaking. 


Nothing material occurred for the re- 
mainder of this evening. We paſſed 


away the tedious hours with curſory ob- 
ſervations 


* 
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ſervations on our own diſtreſſes, and 
ſome ſerious thoughts upon every expe- 
dient to recover our former happineſs. 
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W E D N E Ss DAY. 


Nineo ' clock 


M R. Stafford having. breakfaſted 
with us this morning, began to 


relate the further events of his yeſter- 
day's adventures, 


« ] called at Mrs. Middleton's ſeve- 
© ral times, but in vain; the laſt time, 
« however, I left the name of Mr. Har- 
court, and added that I had called 
upon her according to the requeſt of 
« Mr. Charlemont, ſenior, and that 
et about ſix o'clock in the evening I 
* would n my viſit. 

ce But 
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« But when, according to my own 


appointment, a had again called, 
« the ſervant, with rather an infolent 


« air, bade me wait in the hall, and 
« that Mrs. Middleton would be down 
« ſtairs in a few minutes. 


«I cane that I was ſomewhat 


« chagrined at this cold indifference, 


„and was reſolved, if ever in my 
„power, to reſent it.—It was, I am 
« ſure, a full half hour, ere Mrs. 
« Middleton vouchſafed to ſee me. 


« Her manner of receiving me was 


« ſupercilious and vain.—Indeed, there 
«was ſomething in her countenance. 
« which ſpoke a ſudden averſion to me. 


“ So, Sir, you are Mr. Harcourt, you 
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« am, Madam, enjoined by my 
« friend Mr. Charlemont to ſee you, 
«and by our frequent viſits, prevent 
any evil from befalling the unhap. 
« py Miſs NE 


. « Matchleſs impudence ! | ſhe re- 
” turned. 


1 was, no doubt, aſtoniſhed at 
« this unexpected £1 4" and ſernly 
« demanded her meaning. 


& You Mr. Harcourt !—Vile impoſ- 
<« tor that gentleman has juſt left 
« me,—yes,—and will be here in a 
ö minutes. Mr. Harcourt has 

© heard of your intentions, and ſup- 
« poſes you to be that vile fellow, 
« Stafford ;—who- wiſhes to run away 
« with Julia.— But, Sir, I ſhall be 7 
* many for you, Les, ſhe is under 
60 my 
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my care, and the care ofa lock and key, 
« and the care of a truſty ſervant, and 
« the care of a large maſtiff, and 


« I was confounded ; and interrupt- 
« ing the old cenſorious lady, aſſured. 
« her that ſhe was miſtaken ;—for, 
« whoever had aſſumed the name of 
« Harcourt, was he impoſtor, and 
« not her humble ſervant ; that I 
« would appeal to my old friend Mr. 
« Charlemont, with whom I had the 
« pleaſure of dining the day before he 
« went ; and if nothing elſe would 
« convince her for the preſent, that 
«] would bring my niece, Miſs 
« Maria Harcourt, to avouch her un- 
e 
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« Oh! conſummate impudence! cried 
«the old lady again, Mr. Harcourt, 
* was with me the very evening be- 
„fore Mr. Charlemont went away, 
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«and that was the reaſon I did not 
wait on him, according to promiſe. 
« As to Miſs Harcourt, ſhe is a young 
* huſſey, and her uncle never ſees her; 
« —nor won't, — no, nor ſhe ſhall never 
« ſee Julia,— ſhe ſhan' t; — nor you 
« Mr, Harcourt, —or Mr. Stafford —or 
« whatever you are pleaſed to call your- 


« ſelf.” 


« ] was drink: and finding 
” « all my hopes diſappointed, deemed 
# it the moſt prudent way to retreat, 
tc ere I ſhould be indeed diſcovered. 


The old lady made uſe of no 
1 ceremony, — ] was turned out with 
« jignominy, and the door ſhut after me, 

in the moſt ſpiteful manner. 


« Something, however, put it into my 
« head to watch the real Harcourt” 8 


as the old lady intimated 
| "0 that 


6 return ; 
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« that he would be ſoon with her 
again. After a painful vigilance 
« in the ſtreet, I perceived a gentle: 
man, with the notorious Simple, 
« (whom Mr. Courtney had fo well 
« deſcribed) approaching Mrs. Mid- 
« dleton's. When they had conſulted 


« for a few minutes,—the former with _ 


«a matchleſs degree of aſſurance, 
« knocked at the old lady's door, and 
« was ſpeedily admitted. 


« His counſellor, Mr. Simple, re- 


« mained in my fituation, watching, I 


« ſuppoſe, the ſucceſs of his brother- 


> adventurer.— 


A thought ſtruck me; by heaven 
«] ſuſpected that Mrs. Middle- 
«ton was really impoſed upon, 


«and that the man who had viſited. 
e her in my borrowed name,—had 


« only borrowed it himſelf. —Imagin- 


T3 n 
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„ing that I had as good a right to 
« the name of Harcourt, if not a bet- 
< ter by the rule of priority, than any 
* other impoſtor, I was reſolved to 
« Giſpute it, even in my fictitious cha- 
« rater. Advancing, therefore, towards 
% Mr. Simple, who, as I imagined, wiſh- 
« ed much to avoid me, I took the li. 
« berty of addreſſing this gentleman 
« with an air of familiarity. 


«T am very glad I met you— 
e how !—was not there another gen- 
« tleman with you? 


« He replied in the affirmative. 


« Upon enquiring his name, under 
e pretence that I believed I knew him, 
« Mr. Simple very candidly informed 
me, that it was Random, — whom I 

cc had 
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« had heard ſuch frequent mention 
40 of. 


„ obſerved now, — that there was 
« very extraordinary circumſtance 
'« that juſt happened. Upon his curi- 
« ouſly demanding an explanation of 
e jt, I informed him that ſome ſtrange 
« fellow or other, for a motive en- 
« tirely unknown, had aſſumed my 
ename, and abſolutely impoſed upon 
« the miſtreſs of that houſe, (point- 
« ing over to Mrs. Middleton's) and 
© that I wiſhed as ſoon as poſlible 
« to undeceive her. 


ec Mr. Simple pretended a great 
ſurpriſe at this information, and ad- 


« viſed me to wait patiently till the 
« miſtake was explained; but I obſerv- 


« ed that the affair would not brook 
« further delay, and begged of him, as 
«] had the pleaſure of dining with 
Fay, « him 


* 2 
7 * — 


<p 


a 
: — ä 
nner "I — BY 
no. A r — —— rag 
er ee I ITO FR > JOE IS 
N 


— 
a * 4 J ons _ 
= 5 = _ wo 
ei. \ 
——ů—ů——— = * 2 
2 — _ 0 — 1 * 0 
nne 25 2 rf 2 WS. 
i * — | 
2 r err 
. —_ — 


* 
. 
. 
* 
5 
$ 


104 MARIA HARCOURT. 


« him at old Mr. Charlemont's, that 
« he would ſtep in for a moment with 
« me to Mrs. Middleton's, and con- 


« yince the old lady of her error. 


= + 


Mr. Simple endeavoured to evade 


* this requeſt as much as poſſible; upon 


« which J urged him more cloſely, at 
« laſt he declared that it was entirely 
« out of his power to ſtay one minute 
longer, as he was in a violent hurry 
« to meet a gentleman” in the coffee- 
« houſe. I promiſed not to delay him 


« a moment, but the gentleman ſeemed 


«the more eager to depart the more 
« I preſſed him to ſtay.” I was de- 
« termined to mortify the wreteh, (for 
« I plainly perceived his drift) and at 


s laft, by my continual entreaties, Mr. 


Simple was obliged to retreat, though 
« evidently deſirous to wait the return 
« of Mr. Random. ; 


Ire 
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« ] reſolved not to loſe this only and 
« happy, opportunity which offered it- 
« ſelf; I repeated my viſit to Mrs. 
« Middleton without ceremony. 1 
« walked in, and enquired of the 
« ſervant, if the gentleman who called 
« himſelf Harcourt was now in the 
« houſe; upon receiving an afhrmative 
« anſwer, I ſoon conjectured that I 
« was rivalled by that common rival, 
„Random, upon which I commanded 
the ſervant to acquaint her miſtreſs 

that I was. here again. The ſervant, 

« ſomewhat aſtoniſhed at my ſecond 

appearance, paid me a little more 
e reſpect than before, and after per- 
« forming my commands, at length 
« Mrs. Middleton came down ſtairs. 


„Well, Madam, I cried, with ſome 
« degree of conſequence and aſſurance, 
Fs „ I have 
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« have watched your houſe ſince my 
ic departure from it, and believe that 
« that vile impoſtor, whoſe matchle/s 
« and conſummate impudence (ſpeaking in 


her own ſtyle) has led him to uſurp 


% my name and character, is now above 
« ſtairs; I am therefore come again to 


F ſee him, to confute him to his face, 
«and, Madam, remove that erroneous 
opinion which you ſtill entertain of 


« the real Mr. Harcourt. 


The old lady was aſtoniſhed, and, 


« believing that there was ſomething in 


the matter, on account of my forti- 
« tude, deſired me to walk up ſtairs, 
« and diſpute the affair with the other 
« centleman ; that, for her part, ſhe 


„ ſhould ſay no more, pro nor con; 


« but ſhe knew one of us to be a very 
TR rogue and I. ar. 


: « I could 


MARIA HARCOURT, 107 


82 I could hardly forbear my ſmiles 
«at the old lady's remark upon one f 
* ᷣ. — ſuch was my opinion of the man 
A above ſtairs, that I knew we were both 
« impoſtors. 


« T had now reached the firſt floor, 
« where, expecting to ſee my dear 
« Julia, I was diſagreeably deceived, for 
« only Mr. Random was before me. 
“This gentleman, ſeated before the fire, 
had a book in his hand, lolling with 

« the greateſt ſel f-ſufficiency. . 


« At ſight of me, a ſudden tremor 
« ſeized him,—he dropped the book, 
« as if dreading a detection, and, riſing 
from his chair, very aukwardly nnen 
« me. | 


* took the happy advantage of his 
« conſcious fear, and looking at him 
„ 0 with 


— 
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*ich a ſtern countenance, enquired 
« of him if he knew me. He repeated 
* the ere in a ne, tone. 


\ 


N Then, cried L my name is Har- 
court, which you have vilely uſurp- 
«ed, for purpoſes mean and diſhonor- 
able, to deceive poor Mrs. Middle- 
ton, whoſe eaſy temper had expoſed. 
her to your wiles. 


«[sit poſſible? interrupted the maiden 
« lady.—OQh!1 indeed, I was always 
« caſy and W 


by. Don- t believe him, col Mr. Ran- 

* dom, I an Harcourt. — Why I'd 

lay my life but that is Stafford, 

the vile fellow who was purſuing 
2 * Miſs Courtney. 

PS. "Habs" believe, al Mrs. Mid- 
M * dleton „ that oy are Stafford. 


« He, 
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: „e Stafford ! nd he has not 
« half Mr. Stafford's worth, I ex 
4 claimed, with no little vanity; his 
„name is Random— well known all 
„Over the world for a notorious. 
4 coward, yet a profeſſed adrajror of 

every * 


Mr. re, now e chit. 
« Mr. Simple ſhould be immediately 
« ſent for, to vouch his character. 1 
« begged that he might, for that I juſt 
ce looked upon him as an equal wretch, 
« who, becauſe he had dined with me at 
Mr. Charlemont's, and diſcovered the 
« old gentleman's intentions, had aſ- 

« fiſted him in his dark deſigns. I re- 
s queſted that Mr. Worthy ſhould be 
« alfo ſent for, becauſe that he knew 
« both mine and Mr. Random's real 
« characters, and would, no doubt, 
« explain them. This ſo alarmed my 

"MY ih * rival, 
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« rival, that he could , utter 
9 another word, : 


« As I wiſhed my dear Julia ſhould 
« hear her Stafford's voice, I repeated 
„ every menace in a loud voice. Mrs. 
« Middleton naturally imagining that 
« there would be a great and dangerous 
« conteſt—now and then interrupted us 
« with her female fears, aſſuring us that 
« jif we made any diſturbance in her 


« houſe, it would abſolutely alarm Miſs 
« Courtney, whoſe chamber was over 
< our heads, perhaps throw her into the 
« hyſtericks. This. latter declaration 
« gave new courage to Mr. Random, 
* who, ſuppoſing that the old lady 


« would never let us fight, aſſumed a 
little more fortitude than he had be- 


fore, and inſiſted upon immediate 
* ſatisfaction. Mrs. Middleton was in- 
4 deed terrified, and enjoined her ſer- 
« vant to ſtep over the way to a houſe 


c«c of 
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4 of lodgers, and beg one of the gen- 
« tlemen to come and appeaſe us. 


« In the mean time the vaunting 
« Random, inſiſted upon his claim 
« to the title of Harcourt—while I, 
« the more enraged, threatened to 
„ chaſtize his impudence. 


« The ſervant now came up ſtairs 
« with a third gentleman, to whom 
« Mrs. Middleton very freely diſcloſ- 
«ed the occaſion of our conteſt. 


The ſtranger, very fortunately for 

« me, did not know my real name; 

« but by his alternate looks at us 

« both, ſeemed to entertain very great 
* ſuſpicions. 

« Well, (cried 0 and you ſay, Sir, 

#1 « that 
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ec that _ name is William — 
« court? N 


Les, Sir, returned Mr. Random, 
« with the greateſt confidence. 


83 


The gentleman addreſſing me, 


7 repeated the ſame queſtion, and re- 
« ceived the ſame anſwer. 


Now, Sir, obſerved Mrs. Mid- 


* dleton, is not one of them a very 


« great har ? 


oc Bath, he returned, hoth—for I be- 
« leve, neither of them has the leaſt 


« claim to the title, 


Oh! I beg your pardon Sir,— 
© there is only one Stafford, —ſo that 
« of courle there is only one of them 


« an impoſtor. I don't know which 
cc to 
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« to ſuſpect, but J am determined to 
« be cautious and have nothing to do 
1 with either. 


i I thine” cried the ke He 1 
« am perfectly well acquainted with Mr. 
% Harcourt ; — but give me leave to 
« aſk ſome queſtions, and then the 
me mage oo er 


| 1 was, indeed, very much alarm. 
«ed at this ſtranger's knowledge.— 
« He enquired of me, who would 
« youch that my name was Har- 
ie court ? | wo tf m0 


M0 1 again MY Mr. Worthy, 
« with whom I faid 1 lodged ; this 
« ſeemed to be in my favor. 


2 


_« My rival mentioned Mr. Simple's 
% name, and added that there was a 
. Mr. 2 an eminent phyfician, 
« who 
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« who would ſupport his charac- 
ec ter. 


« Upon being examined where Mr. 
« Harris lived—the old lady declared 
cc that he was the ſharper; - for there was 
« no ſuch perſon in that ſtreet or 


cc houſe. 


« The ſtranger, however, put an 
« end to our diſpute; for he declared 
„ himſelf to be the very Harcourt, 
and brother of that gentleman who 
« | (nf with young Charlemont. | 


” New aoniſhment ſucceeded.—lI | 
« was particularly alarmed, imagining 
that there was no remedy. 


* Good Lord! (exclaimed the old 
&« lady) has the devil got among you? 
* —Why wo of you muſt be con- 
« founded liars. —But, Sir, if you be, 
«as ha ſay, the real Mr, Harcourt, 

« when 
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« when did you ſee Mr. Courtney? 
« where does your niece lodge ?—how 
« is your brother ?—how is young Mr. 
« Charlemont ?—how is his father ?— 
« when did you arrive?—how long 
« do you ſtay ?—what was the cauſe 
« of your departure ?—why- 


« Softly, madam, returned Mr. Har- 
* court ; one queſtion at a time, and 
« I may anſwer, The cauſe of my de- 
e parture, was to know the real truth 
of this affair between my brother 
« and young Charlemont. 


« arrived laſt Monday, -] ſhall ſtay 

* five or ſix months. —As to my niece, 
« I don't know where ſhe lodges,— 

« Mr. Courtney, I never had the plea- 
e fure of ſecing, —and as to young 
Mr. Charlemont's health, I can aſſure 
you that he is very well; but, in reſpect 
« to his father, I am afraid of the con- 


% 
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« trary, for, poor man, 1 am ſure N58 
is inſane. 


— 8 You, Mr. Harcourt ! replied the 
old lady, with a farcaſtic ſmile, why, 
. you have proved yourſelf a lyar : al- 
« ready. 


My old friend infane Oh, mon- 
*ſtrous | and as to Mr. Courtney, he 


_« dined with Mr. Harcourt the day 


before he left this. — 


Yes, . madam, I cried, interrupt- 
« ing the old lady, he dined with 
you; me. | 


*.. 


„ And what is more, Sir, continued 
„Mrs. Middleton, young Mr. Charle- 
mont '1s- dangerouſly ill, and Maria 
-<«< Harcourt lodges in 


« did 


N 
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«I did not permit the old lady 
« to make any further diſcoveries— 
«fo, ſtopping her mouth, I very in- 
genuouſly obſerved, that the ſtranger 
«(as I ſtill called him,) had, I be- 
« lieved, taken this mode of examin- 
«ing us, to be a better judge. 


Mr. Random, unwilling to ſtay 
*any longer, made an abrupt depar- 
ture, under pretence of getting ſome 
« one to witneſs his aſſertions, —while 
« Mr. Harcourt, mortified at the old' 
« lady's unbelief, declared he would 
« loſe no further time, ſo very con- 
« tentedly walked away. I now made 
« one of my beſt bows to the old lady 
hoping that the next time we met, 
« we ſhould be better acquainted, and 
« requeſting Mrs. Middleton to write 
«to old Mr. Charlemont, and get a 
« full account of Mr. Harcourt's per- 


« ſon. Lo 


«| had. 
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I had ſcarcely reached the hail, 
« when I was immediately called back 
« by the old lady. —Here, ſays ſhe; 
« here is a letter one of you has 
_ *« dropped in the room.—Is it yours? 
« Tis ſigned James Stafford, and 
« addrefſed to a Mr. Harvey. * 


„ This was unfortunately a let. 
« ter that I had intended to ſend 
« Mr. Harvey about ſome bulineſs, 
« which I ſuppoſe, in the heat of 
* my paſſion I had dropped. Iownl 
was rather confuſed about it, as J 
« was obliged to diſown it. 


The old lady kept it with ſeeming 
« pleaſure, obſerving that it would un- 
« doubtedly lead to a diſcovery of the 


« real Stafford: 


« The contents of the letter I diſre- 


« garded, but I was very apprehenſive 
5 of 


f being ſpeedily found 'out Show- 
« ever I aſſumed as much confident 
« aſſurance as I could, and left Mrs. 
« Middleton with tolerable ſucceſs. 


« Soon as I was in the ſtreet, I natu- 


rally ſuſpected that the old lady 
« would very properly ſend over to the 
« houſe of lodgers, and enquire the 


names of the gentlemen. I waited 
« for a while, expecting every moment 
s the maid, but not ſeeing her, de- 


« clined all further attempts, and de- 


"Foe 57 * 


When Mr. Stafford had conchiihd - 


his narrative, which had not a little 
| ſurpriſed us, I propoſed, as I had ſome 
intereſt with Mr. Harvey, to whom the 
letter was addreſſed, and where Mrs. 
Middleton would certainly go for an 


explanation, to ſee and prevail upon - 


him to conceal Mr. Stafford's perſon : 
* EF 8 5 ; my 
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— 


my pr opoſal being reckived with 
thanks, I was immediately preparing 
for the viſit; but, on account of Mr. 

Worthy's ſudden appcarance, 9 


it till to-morrow. 


s 1 8 1 "= i 5 N 5 N 
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At the requeſt” of Mrs Worthy, 
Stafford and myſelf, the young gentle 
man gore us the ſequel of Mr. 1 $ 


£ 18 1951. 1 
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„ By the time I had ſeen Mrs. 
* Motley, ſhe had received the pro- 
</miſed letter from her huſband, where- 
e jn the reaſons given for his ſudden de- 
* parture were nearly as follow: : 


* * ; 
3316 1 ay 


Mr. Motley, being long reduced, 
on account of many unforeſeen mis- 
« fortunes, was obliged to run ſeveral 

« hazards 
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Ce « hazards for the ſake' of a comfortable 
« ſubſiſtence. His wife, though never 
| intended by her parents for drudgery, 
« did, notwithſtanding, determine, for 
« the ſake of her huſband and new 
born babe, to aſſiſt in diſcharging 
* ſome of their expences, though un- 
willing as the huſband was, that ſhe 
e ſhould undergo the toils of ſlavery. 
iN Mrs. Motley, with cheerful reſigna- 
10 tion, reſolved to be a nurſe. When 
the huſband underſtood her intentions, 
« ſhe not only calmly ſubmitted, but 
« procured her the nurſing of Mrs. 
« Cotnmerce's child, which, after his 
departure, dying, the unhappy Mes. 
« Motley ſecretly ſubſtituted her own, 
te my deareſt Emma, in her place. 
« Mr. Motley, having wiſhed to make 
one bold ſtroke for a competency to 
« * {ubſiſt on, had, ſeveral months be- 
fore this, without the knowledge f 
« his wife, which he had ever ſince re- 
| Vor- II. . G. = * pented, 


4 mani Wake bb. 


« pented, promiſed to aſſiſt a young 
« gentleman in the running away with 
«an heireſs; the young lady being in 
1 poſſeſſion of a very conſiderable for- 
* tune. The lover aſſured Mr. Motley 
s that in caſe the elopement was pro- 
« perly effected, he ſhould have five 
« thouſand pounds for his ſervice. To 
« one ſo indigent, and oppreſſed with all 
« the cares of a family, this propoſal, 
* or rather bribe, was by no means to be 
6 _— : 


« Mr. Motley complied with the 

young gentleman's deſires ; and that 
the lover might be able to ſur- 
mount ſome difficulties which op- 
« poſed for a while his intentions, 
he borrowed from Mr. Motley four 
promiſſory notes, for an hundred 
ve pounds each, two of which he pre- 
« yailed upon A friend to diſcount ; 


* affuring Mr. Motley, that he ſhould 
* « have 
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« have ſufficient to diſcharge them 
« when they became due; their dates 
« being for one months. 


« Mr. Motley ſtill poſſeſſed a tran- 
« quil mind, not doubting the ſuc- 
« ceſs of their ſcheme. Fortune, ac. 
« cording to her practice of deceit. 
« ful ſmiles, ſeemed for a while to 
9 favor their attempts. 


1 The lover, making many promiſes 
to his fair, at length prevailed upon 
« the young lady, and after an occa- 
« ſional trip to Scotland, they returned, 
« faft bound by the ſacred ties of ma- 
trimony. 


« The young gentleman (whoſe 
„name, Mr. Motley did not reveal, 
in compliance to the requeſt of 
« his wife's relations, who would not 
* be reconciled on any other terms) 


G2 C made 
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made a ſettlement of the fortune upon 
« his wife ; whereby Mr. Motley could 
e not be rewarded according to his ex- 

e pectations. The huſband, however, aſ. 

« ſured his now perturbed friend, 
that he would certainly give him 
« a ſufficient ſum to pay the notes; 
« but ere the time of payment red, 
« the gentleman ſuddenly died. His 
« wite's relations had made a ſeizure 
« of all his papers, and Mr. Motley 
t conſequently dreaded the other two 
« promiſſory notes, though never diſ- 
* counted. — He waited immediately 
„upon the wife, in hopes to recover 
them, but ſhe could not ſuppoſe, 
« ſhe ſaid, that her huſband ever bor- 
« rowed ſuch things as ſtamped pa- 
pers; — that ſie was ſure there was 
« value receives, and Mr. Motley muſt 
therefore abide the conſequences ; 
« any other requeſt in her power, ſhe 
.« added, Mr. Motley might command. 
i 
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This ſhe could not poſſibly do, as 
« ſhe would not let her relations 
think that her poor departed huſ- 
« band was ever guilty of ſuch ſchemes; 
a the only. compenſation, therefore, that 
« the widow made for Mr. Motley's 
« ſufferings, was the procuring Mrs. 
« Commerce's nurſing for his wife. 


« Mr. Motley remained at home 
«as long as he could; but the dates 
* of the notes which were diſcounted, 
« being nearly expired, he thought it 
his only way to write to the per- 
“ fons in whoſe hands they were, and 
«then to leave his wife, his child, 
„his home, till he could * more 
« fafety appear. 


« For four years is Mr. Motley (hav- 
„ ing now aſſumed the name of More- 
land) lived in obſcurity. When, 

G 3 « fortunately 
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ce fortunately. meeting with a young 
& gentleman of property, who, hear. 
ing his diſtreſs, and willing to con- 
« tribute towards his relief, promiſed 
« him, if he would take care of this 
« ſmall cottage, and conceal the owner's 
t name, that when he was of age, 
« he ſhould repay him in ſuch a man- 
ner, as would enable him to return 
to his wife and child with fafety, 
« Some months, therefore, remaining 
« till his maſter is of "ge, he cannot 
it yet par! as Motley,” 
The 7 narrative being concluded, our 
ceurioſity was ſtill on tip-toe to learn 
the name of the heir, Who had em- 
ployed Mr. Moreland, and the departed 
huſband who had occalioned ſo ct 
diſtreſs, 


. Mr. Worthy informed us that Mr. 
8 had expreſſed 5 ſurpriſe 


5 
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at the diſcovery of his daughter, but 
ſeemed greatly concerned for the death 
of the real Miſs Commerce, which 
he has ſtill enjoined to be kept ſecret 


till his return. He alſo added, that the 
reaſon he courted Mr. Random's com- 


pany was, to make ſecret diſcoveries. 


about his wife, whoſe abſence he had 
much lamented, and merely upon that 


account had promiſed the villain his 


* 


aſſiſtance. 


A letter to Mr. Worthy, the direc- 
tion of which was apparently a fe- 
male's hand, now required his atten- 
tion, and conſequently interrupted his 
farther remarks. A letter from Em- 


ma ! his countenance betrayed it ! 


She had confeſſed her partiality for 
Mr. Worthy to her ſuppoſed mother, 
whe inſtantaneouſly oppoſed it, and 

64 not 


15 
» 
1 
* 
U 
is 
= 
i 
"i 
#7 ny 
W 
rn 
N 
13 
Nn 
1 
Fo 
| 
; / 
9 
: l] * 
1 9 
It Wy .. 
p 7a 
Ri 
* 
3:1 WY 
N „. 
way 
„ 
„ 
W 
11 o 
einn 
bd * . 
12 tf 
F 356 - 
in? 1. 
1 7 
. 
LY 
59” - 
ſ 1 
* * 
Silt 
141i 
q A Sy 
& $1 
4 
A 
4 
1 
S ti; 
4; 0 
1 
g of © 
1 
7 
1 
4 70 
L. 9 
. 4 
1 
f 7 * 
„* 
1 
< wal: 
1 
; A N 
71 . 
„ 
| 0 
i535 * 
LA. 
1 — 


2 6... % 
- — 1 


128 MARIA HARcOU Rr. 


not only objected to ſuch a very im. 
proper union, as ſhe termed it, but 
informed her, that there was a gentle. 
man — a Lord , who had juſt 
made propoſals for her, and ſince ſhe 
was diſpoſed for matrimony, — him 
only him, for the ſake of his for- 
tune and title, ſhe ſhould have. 


Mr. Worthy was indeed diſtreſſed. 
He now feared that even Mr. and Mrs. 
Motley, elate with the hopes of their 
daughter's being made a lady, would 
coincide with Mrs. Commerce s in- 
tentions. * 

Mrs. Worthy was the more averſe 
to her ſon's paſſion, fearing it might 
meet with inſults which it did not 
deſerve.— But the young gentleman, 
filled with a thouſand apprehenſions, 
determined to ſee Mrs. Motley imme- 
* 
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diately, and * * her pro- 


5 teten. 


Six o'clock. 


Mr. Worthy about this. time re- 


turned, and with a ſorrowful counte- 


nance remarked, that Mrs. Motley, 
upon ſeeing her daughter's letter, 
ſeemed rather pleaſed with Mrs. 


Commerce's intention ; as ſhe evaded 


poor Mr. Worthy's ſolicitations, by 
aſſuring him, that ſuch was her em- 


barraſſed ſituation, ſhe had no poſſible 


influence over Mrs. Commerce. 


The young gentleman, however, con- 
trary to the wiſh of his mother, wrote 


a very pathetic letter to Mr. Moreland, 
requeſting his anſwer immediately. 


After which he went out again to 
G 5 enquire 
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130 MARIA HARCOURT. 


enquire the name of his new ri- 
val. 


CE 


Nine o Clock. 


Mr. Stafford paid us another viſit, 
for about a few minutes, to inform 
us, particularly me, that he had juſt 
received a letter from young Mr. Char- 
lemont, wherein he aſſures his friend, 
that as his father and Mr. Courtney 
had left London, in conſequence of 
his ſuppoſed illneſs, he would ſeize 
the earlieſt opportunity of alſo leaving 
the village before their arrival, and 
ere their return, aſſiſt Mr. Stafford in 
his intentions, meaning when he ſees 
old Mr. Charlemont, to confeſs the 
falſity of the report concerning his 
health; aſſuring him that he came poſt 
bafte to London, to obey his commands, 

. and 
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and pretending, that the letters -which 
his father had ſent him, for the fake 
of a real'aocount of the duel and all its 


conſequences, had never reached him. 


Mr. Stafford was indeed delighted 


out incurring the anger of his father, 
who would conſequently attribute Miſs 


Courtney's intended elopement to the 
unfortunate j journey they had taken, and 


be himſelf releaſed from the diſagree- 


able thought of marrying a young lady, 
though poſſeſt of every 'accompliſh- 


ment, that he could never love. 


Eleven 0 clock. 


1 could fat no ſupper, my hide 


was too full, The expectation of again 


ſeeing Mr.  Charlemont, had taken 


6 6 e 


with this tranſporting news, as his 
friend eould eaſily aſſiſt his deſigns, with- 
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132 
away all appetite.— My partiality for 
him vas ſo evident, my joy-ſo -im- 
moderate, that good Mrs. Worthy did 
continually, rally me, and fay—— 


MARIA HARCOURT., 


« Aye, aye,—it vill all be well. I var- 
ka _ ve vill have your vedding before 
«the week is out, —So'no. ny 
1 now.— Tears are all wain. 


Mr. Worthy juſt e when we 
ſat down to ſupper.— He informed us, 
that an anſwer from Moreland aſſured 
him that he could not interfere with 
Mrs. Commerce's buſineſs, conſequent- 


„ Iy Lord Rivington (that being his ri- 


val's name) muſt be Emma's huſband. 
For, notwithſtanding ſhe was his child, 
he would not, for every reaſon, oppoſe 


Mrs. Commerce's will. 


' 
The young gentleman was exceeding- 


ly ſad, and his mother very much cha- 


| grined at his paſſion. 
I could 
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I could not help defending his diſin- 
tereſted love, at the ſame time railing a- 
gainſt the falſe ambition of Mr. and 
Mrs. Motley, who were undoubtedly in- 
debted to, Mr. Worthy for the preſerva- 
tion of their et s honor. 


THURS- 


* 
* - 
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TWAVURS DAY, 


Eleven o'clock. 


1 day being very fine, and the 
weather inviting, Iwaited upon Mr. 
Harvey, according to the promiſe I had 


' yeſterday made Mr. Stafford; and men- 
_ tioning the ſeveral circumſtances re- 


ſpecting the ſuppoſed Harcourt and 
Mrs. Middleton, enjoined the ONES 


_ eſt ſecrecy. 


This gentleman, mindful of the late 


obligation he was under, religiouſly pro- 


miſed to obey me; and requeſting 


an explicit account of every thing 
which 


— 
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which even concerned me, aſſured me 


that though appearances were againſt 


him, yet if I would now confide in 


him, I ſhould experience his moſt * 
cere 28 


— 


Mrs. Middleton, whoſe name being 
announced, had prepared us for her 
reception, walked in. 


The old lady requeſting to ſpeak in 


private with Mr. Harvey, the gentle. 


man very politely aſſured her, that as 1 


was a particular friend, any thing ſhe 
had to communicate, ſhe __ —_ 
* before me. 


| is. Middleton now took out the 
| Wr which Mr. Stafford had drop- 


ped in ber room. and requeſted to 


know 


While 1 was imparting ſome few 
incidents relative to my own life — 
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136 MARIA HARCOURT. 
know of Mr. Harvey if he thought 
that that letter was ee ns him. 


Mr. ee n to 3 2 
in view of the note, and mutter-- 
ing the following words : Sir, hope 
te to have the pleaſure of ſeeing you— 
« to-morrow— three o'clock—particu- 
te Jar buſineſs—humble nnn. 


« Stafford. — 


Mr. Harvey very judiciouſly ac- 
knowledged his acquaintance with Mr. 
Stafford, and being particularly re- 

« queſted by Mrs. Middleton. to explain 
his perſon, gave an exact deſcription. 
of Mr. Random's. The old lady prided 
| herſelf upon this happy diſcovery, (as. 
* ſhe thought) and adviſed Mr. Harvey 
to inform his good friend James, when 
he ſaw him, that if ever he troubled 
her 'again he ſhould meet a reception. 
which he would not like. Mrs. Mid- 
| TOY . dleton, 
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dleton, knowifig there was another im- 
poſtor! to be yet diſeovered, wiſhed to 
learn, if poſſible, what ſort of cloaths 


Mr. Harcourt generally wore. I took 
the opportunity now of confeſſing my 


knowledge of Mr. Harcourt, and very 
ſagaciouſly aſſured the old lady that 
Mr. William Harcourt was a tall man, 
(my uncle being ſhort) and very often 


appeared in green, with fancy buttons; 


this was Mr. Stafford's uſual drefs. 
Mrs. Middleton very naturally ſuppoſed 


that he was the real Harcourt. Impreſſed 


with this idea, ſhe was ready to depart 


with ſecret ſatisfaction, and, while taking 


her leave, requeſted to know my name 
and abode ; for being much obliged to 


me, ſhe ſaid, for the information I had 


given her, ſhe wiſhed to be better ac- 
quainted with me. I thanked her, but 


faultered in my reply. Mr. Harvey, 


perceiving my confuſion, ſpoke for me, 


and informing Mrs. Middleton that Iwas 
a couſin 
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4 couſin of his, juſt from-the country, 
all further enquiries terminated, and 
the old lady, after giving me her ad- 
dreſs, and repeating her wiſh to ſee 1 


departed. 


I ſtayed a while with Mr. Harvey, but, 
deeming it highly neceſſary to ſee and 
ſpeak to Mr. Stafford as ſoon as poſſible, 
| after ſuggeſting a few neceſſary re- 
marks, and Mr. Harvey promiſing 
every aſſiſtance, I made all poſſible ex- 
pedition to Mrs. Worthy's, _ 


Two 0 Clock. 


8 Upon my entering the parlour, to 
my no ſmall aſtoniſhment, I perceived 
young Charlemont and Mr. Stafford 
together. At fight of the former I 
knew not what I ſelt—ſeized with a 
a enn a almoſt fainted—the 


generous 
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generous ſoul, who had cauſed this 
emotion, caught me by the hand, 
and, breathing a thouſand tender 
ſpeeches in mine ear, recalled me to 
life and love. Soon as I had recovered 
utterance, I enquired when and why 
he arrived. About two hours ago, 
he returned, I came; and on you, only 
* you, my ſole happineſs depends.” 


Recollecting the imminent danger I 
was in, immediately I withdrew my 
hands, 


« Oh Mr. Charlemont, Mr. Charle- | 
* mont, I cried, conſider my humble 
e ſituation, I have no fortune, no 
6 friends, to chance am I indebted for 
« all preſent favours; and ſhould I 
* now hearken to your alluring voice, 
« what may be the fatal conſequence ? 
« Your friends and relations will deſpiſe 
« you for this unhappy partiality, and 

=, 
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me, though the innocent cauſe of 

« your paſſion, they may _ for ever 
cc abandon and deride. -Oh, then, 
for a moment be 1 give not 
« way to this infatuation. I have been 
« the ſad cauſe of an altercation al. 
« ready, and ſhould I encourage theſe 
« addreſſes, of which I know myſelf 
« unworthy, then may I be juſtly 
« cenſured as breeding a my diſ- 
"= turbance.“ 


« Fortune ! ” repeated Charle- 
mont, by heaven I deſpiſe it.— 
« You are a treaſure in yourſelf, and 
« if I love you, who ſhall dare to 
« hate you ?—I know your ſituation, 
« Miſs Harcourt, and am ready to 
* {ſnatch you from envy and diſdain. 
« —As to my friends—let them be 
« foes. if they pleaſe ;—for they can 
_—_ e have 


. 


« have but little pretenſions to the 
« tender laws of friendſhip, if they 
_ « would endeavour to oppoſe my wiſhes, 
but ſee, not only I am depen- 
cc dent upon your generoſity — but 


« there is another, my friend, Mr. 
« Stafford ;—and another—your friend, 


«the fair Miſs Courtney. They love 
« each other, — and if we don't ſeize 
« the preſent favorable opportunity of 
« making ourſelves happy — I muſt, 
though doubly unwilling, be an ene. 
"0p to = my friend, and ſelf.” 


Mr. Stafford, who was very much 
diſturbed during this intereſting dia- 


logue, humbly implored my conſider- 


ation and pity. I knew not what to 
do—there were a thouſand objections 
to be made, indeed; but love and 
re were ſtill WIG to ſur- 

mount 
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142 MARIA HARCOURT. 


mount all. I intimated che benevolence 
of Mr. Courtney, and that not only 
want of prudence, but alſo ingratitude 
would be laid to my charge; that 
thought had almoſt conquered my con- 


n — 


ct Oh! Sir, forbear, forbear—fIcried) 
ce 1 cannot, — muſt not offend Mr. 
« Courtney. You little know the obli- 
«cations I am under to that gentle- 
* man.—When coming here and rob- 
« bed of the little all that I had 
« brought— with noble generoſity he 
« ſupplied my wants; — and ſhall I 
« now, forgetful of ſuch goodneſs, ſuch 


« exalted benevolence, be the very wretch 


« that he at preſent imagines me, and 
« ſupplant his deareſt hopes? Oh! Mr. 

« Charlemont,—-Mr. Stafford, —never, 
never! — My dear julia and her 
| cc eſteemed 
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« eſteemed friend may yet be happy 
« they ſhall for Twill aſſiſt their loves, 
« though I muſt not think of being 
« ayowedly the enemy of my dear be- | 


« nefactors.” 


| Deſpair ſtruck Mr. Charlemont, 
and equal deſpondence ſeized his friend 


Mr. Stafford ; but Mrs. Worthy, who, 


it ſeems, had been all this while-in the 
next apartment, liſtening to the con- 
verfation, and no longer able to bear 


my punctilious ſcruples, ruſhed from her 


concealment, and chid my cold indif- 
ference with the utmoſt ſeverity, _ 


by For ſhame—for ſhame,” | ſhe Cr ied, 
I am wery much mortified, Miſs Har- 


© court, to ſee all this warn heſitation 


—l wow and purieſt you are a fool 
«'tis no buſineſs of mine, to be ſure; 
« nay, I would loſe a lodger by it; but, 
1 however, conſider yourſelf ; charity 
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e begins at home—vwbat's friendſhip— 
et hat m — e is excuſe 


« for all Beet v5 „ 
It 3 vain for me to ſpeak 
my heart was willing, though my 
tongue was filent. Mr. Charlemont 
perceived my doubts, and preſſing me 
more eagerly to conſent, obtained at 
laſt a ipirue permiſſion. 


| 57 had now diſcloſed all hs paſſed | 
between Mr. Harvey, Mrs. Middleton 
and me.—Whereupon Stafford preſſed 
me to accept of the invitation that 
the old lady had given, and promiſed 


1 to attend me himſelf in the fictitious 


character that he had lately aſſumed. 
This being agreed on, Mr. Charlemont 
ſaid that he would call there ſome 


F minutes after, and ſalute Mr. Stafford 
_a&Harcourt,—which would no doubt 


remove every ſuſpici ion, and be the 
means 
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means of ſeeing Miſs Courtney, and 
conveying her away, before the return 
of the old gentleman. 


Mr. Charlemont was alſo determin- 
ed to confeſs his ſpeedy recovery to 
Mrs. Middleton, and appear ſorry that 
his father had taken ſuch an unne- 
ceſſary journey. 


Mr. Stafford began now to conſi- 
der where, after effecting this intend- 
ed elopement, they might take Miſs 
Courtney to; for it was preſumption 
he thought to bring her to Mrs. 
Worthy's, her houſe being too well 
known. Upon this conſideration N. 
Charlemont obſerved, 

« ] have at ſome diſtance from this 
«a ſmall cottage, which, in a juve- 
« nile frolic, I had taken, to avoid the 
occaſional cenſures of an always 
H e whim=. 
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« whimſical father, and be of ſervice 
«to me in the courſe of my puerile 
« exerciſes. I have fince ſupported 
« jt with the little income I am al- 
« lowed for pocket- money, and hav- 
« ing the good fortune to meet with 
«a truſty perſon, in whoſe care I 
have left it, think it the beſt and 
« ſafeſt ad to celebrate our mar- 
« riages in. 


X 
* 
J 


This oy being very pleaſing, 
we were determined as ſoon as poſſible 
to attend Mr. Charlemont to his 
private lodge; and, as there was no 
time to be loſt, the ſucceeding evening 
was the time allotted for C our viſit to 
Mrs. an. 


Five 
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Five 0 bel 8 
The hour having arrived, Mr. Staf- 


ford and I were ſummoning all our for- 
titude, to execute the ſcheme that we 


had lately deſigned. Young Mr. Char- 


lemont propoſed to ſtay for a few mi- 
nutes with Mrs. Worthy, as her ſon 


had not been at home all day, and ſhe 


was conſequently loneſome. Stafford 
having enjoined his friend to follow 
him, as ſoon as he thought proper, we 
immediately proceeded to Mrs. Mid- 
dleton's. 


Our reception, Mr. Stafford remarked, 
was more favourable than he before ex- 
perienced: the old lady came down 
ſtairs, and was indeed exceedingly fur- 
priſed at ſeeing me. I took the liberty 
of informing her ladyſhip, that Mr. 


Harcourt having requeſted I would 
n 4 c0ccom- 


2 


* * 
* * 
4 
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accompany him to her houſe, and vouch 
the ſincerity of his character, which I 
had with pleaſure complied with, that 
I did myſelf the honor of waiting upon 

her, as ſhe had ſo earneſtly deſired. 


Mrs. Middleton, ſuppoſing = 
couſin and name-ſake of Mr. Harvey, 
very politely thanked me for my com- 
pany, and obſerving the late alterca- 
tion there was about the three Harcourts, 
hoped there was now an end to all im- 
poſition. We both, with diſſembled 
gravity, hoped the ſame. The old lady 
ordered ſome tea. Mr. Stafford, ex- 
pecting every moment his divine Julia, 


ſat near the door, with an intention to 


give her a ſecret ſignal upon her en- 
trance, whereby ſhe might be apprized 
of her friend's and lover's determina- 
tions; but we were both diſappointed 
in our views; there was no Julia Court- 


ney permitted to appear. Mr. Stafford, 
| with 
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with ſome aſſurance indeed; enquired . 
for her; but the old lady, with more 


caution than we expected, told us that 


the could not ſuffer her to come doun 
ſtairs yet, till ſhe had received a letter 


from her father. The lover was very 
much diſconcerted, and almoſt deſpair- 
ed (as I could eaſily perceive by his 
looks) of ever ſeeing again his dear 


Miſs Courtney. I did not, however, loſe 
any favourable opportunity of encou- 


raging his hopes. Tea and coffee being 


Prepared, Mrs. Middleton requeſted that 


we would uſe every freedom; and, after 
ſome general compliments, enquired 
how long we were acquainted with each 


other. Mr. Stafford replied for me, and 


informed the old unſuſpecting lady, that 


he had the pleaſure of KnOFINg me 


theſe ſome weeks, 


* 


« Aye, aye,” returned Mrs. Mid- 


„ dleton, 


| 
= 
1 
4s 
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dleton, © I "IVY now how it is. Oh, I 
can ſee more than you imagine, and 
* know more than you think; you are 
in love, I find. —Nay, never ſtare; 
« you are both a very young couple, 


and I heartily wiſh each of youa 


« ſpeedy wedding.” 


Mr. Stafford could not forbear 
Imiling, and ſincerely thanked the old 
lady for her wiſh ; who, reſuming her 


| ſubject with the ſame pleaſantry, told 


the young gentleman that ſhe was not 


afraid of him now.— The converſation 


then commenced about me ia rrality, 
and the ignorant old lady _ to 
abuſe Miſs Harcourt, in ſuch a man- 
ner, and purpoſely before Mr. Stafford, 
that my patience could fcarcely hold 
ae. 50 


. We 
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We were now interrupted by the 
ſervant, who announced Mr. Simple's 
name. I trembled exceedingly, for fear 
Mr. Random (who knew me) was with 
him; but underſtanding that he was 
alone, my fears were diſpelled, and I 
was as well ſatisfied as Mr. Stafford 
to fee this gentleman, whom we ſup- 
poſed Mr. Random had ſent to juſtify 
his character. —His admittance being 
ordered, Stafford, with much ſagacity, 
begged leave to conceal himſelf. 1 
underſtood my friend's double inten- 
tion; he not only wiſhed to confute 
Mr. Simple, but likewiſe have an op- 
portunity of ſeeking Julia. Accordingly 
he ſlipped into the next parlour; and 
Mr. Simple making his appearance, 
began to oratorize exceedingly in favor 
of his friend Random. Beholding me, 
he naturally imagined that I was Julia; 
fo that all the good qualifications of 
Z : «© | Mr. 
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Mr. Random were regularly deſcribed; 
but he was ſoon interrupted by the loud 
barking of Mrs. Middleton's maſtiff, 
who, finding a ſtranger in Mr. Staffords 
endeavouring to conceal himſelf, or 
more likely attempting a ſecret conver- 
fation with Miſs Courtney, was tre- 
ſolved to alarm the whole houſe. 
Mrs. Middleton was obliged to 

leave the parlour, and pacify her dog 
Cerberns. This favourable opportunity 
Mr. Simple ſeized of informing me 


lte ſuppoſed Julia) of the. ſtable 


and unalterable paſſion of his friend 
Random, who, notwithſtanding the 
vigilance of the old Iady, reſolved, he 
ſaid, by the aſſumed name of Harcourt, 
though he did not know any of the 


Pk name, (but has often heard of it) 


to ſnatch me from a houſe of cruel 
dieſpotiſm, and make me the happy 
partner of his bed. I had no time to 
make a reply, nor he for further ſpeech- 
9 ifying; 
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ifying; ſo, putting a letter into my 
hands, which had been already written 
for the purpoſe, and begging I would 


carefully keep that to peruſe in private, 


reſumed his gravity upon the return of 
Mrs. Middleton, and till continued in 
Mr. Random's — ; 


“J aſſure you again, Madam, that 


** «* you are impoſed upon—the gentle- 


« man who was firſt with vou is the 
« real Harcourt, and 


Mr. Stafford now making a ſudden 


appearance, the eloquent Mr. Simple 
was immediately ſtruck dumb.—Poor 
Mrs. Middleton was delighted with the: 
joke, as ſhe thought it, but the con- 


founded orator could not, were it to 
| ſave his life, utter another word. 
My friend was, indeed, very fortunate; 
he queried Mr. Simple a thouſand 


times, and at laſt declared that the 
HK © | wa 


* 


l I" 
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wretch who had aſſumed Mr. Harcourt's | 
name was. a Mr, Random, a. cowardly, 
impertinent, vile fellow, whom even to 
chaſtiſe would be a diſgrace to man- 
hood. While Mr. Stafford's paſſion 
was encreaſing, the expected Charle- 
mont appeared. At firſt Mrs. Middleton 
could not believe her eyes, but the ſalu- 
tation confirmed all; he ſhook hands 
with Stafford, calling him Harcourt, 
and, after an explanation of Mr. 
Simple's buſineſs, diſmiſſed the poor 
unhappy fellow with the utmoſt con- 
tempt. As Mr. Charlemont pretended 
to know me, having, he faid, met 
with me at Mr. Harvey's, there was no 
doubt remaining in Mrs. Middleton's 
opinion of the reality of our decla- 
_ rations. I took the opportunity of diſ- 
covering Mr. Simple's intentions, and 
ſhewed the letter to Mrs. Middleton, 
which was intended for her niece. She 
Was now more than ever obliged to me; 

and 
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and curioſity being general, read the 
contents, which, as well as my me- 
mory can retain, were nearly ſimilar to 
the following 2 


&© MY DEAR JULIA, 


« SINCERELY feeling for your un- 
« happy ſituation, and deeming it a 
© meritorious act, I am reſolved, with 
the aſſiſtance of my dear friend Mr. 
2M Simple, a man of extenſive abilities, 
«and much generoſity, whoſe happy 
and literary accompliſhments pro- 
« duced him a favourable opportunity 
« of dining with your father, and there- 
« by diſcovering his temper, and in- 
« tentions of introducing a Mr. Har- 
« court, a worthleſs, inſignificant fel- 
low, (as all of that name are) whoſe _ 
* niece I have abſolutely refuſed on 
He your 
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« your account; for ah !—ſhe is not 
like you—thoſe piercing eyes—thoſe 
charming looks, are certainly ſupe- 
« rior. I ſay then nor wonder at my 
« love, for the very firſt hour I beheld 
-« you I adored—that as I underſtand 
« my rival is ill, and your fooliſh, 
« whimſical father away, I ſhall aſſume 
«the name of the expected Harcourt, 
« and, notwithſtanding the vigilance of 
« your ſuperannuated, conceited maiden 
« aunt, run away with you before to- 
« morrow night. Mrs. Villars will be 
« very happy to recelye you as ker niece. 


I have beſpoke jewels, and ordered my 


cc wedding cloaths to be made up. As 
« have ſome intereſt with Mr. Harris, 
« a great phyſician, I ſhall, in caſe his 
& affiſtance be wanted, make immediate 
« application to him. On you, there- 
- « fore, depends my happineſs—oh then, 
« {mile propitious, and doubtleſs for- 

5 ä 
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0 tune will crown the ceaſeleſs endea- 
% yours of a | 


« Sincere and ardent admirer, 
«on 


P. S. As a ſignal whereby I may 
« know that you approve of my 
e love, I ſhall walk in the back 
« alley leading to the garden of the + 
« houſe, and hope to ſee you in 
« the window.” _ 


We all enjoyed this letter exceed- 
ingly. Mrs. Middleton, indeed, was 
reſolved to pay him well, if ever he 
came there again, for the kind ap- 
pellation he had given her of a 
« ſuperannuated, conceited, maiden. - 
« aunt.” ; 


I could 
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F could hardly forbear ſmiling ar 
my own character; but Mr. Stafford 
becoming more uneaſy about his dear, 
but abſent Julia, and young Mr. Char- 
lemont willing to expedite matters as 
foon as poſſible, enquired very ar- 
dently about Miſs Courtney. 


Mrs. Middleton ſent up word to 
the young lady, to prepare herſelf 
for an interview with Mr. Charle- 
mont, who had made all this unex- 

pected haſte to ſee her—enjoining 
the maid, at the ſame time, to give 
her all the keys ſhe wanted, as ſhe 
fuppoſed that her dreſs might want 
fome neceſſary. adjuſtments. 


The ſervant departed with the meſ- 
ſage, and young Mr. ' Charlemont— 
wiſhing' to prepare Miſs Courtney 
for the ſcheme that was in embryo— 

requeſted the permiſſion of Mrs. Mid- 
| dleton 
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dleton to ſee Julia in private —as love 
always required the a * 
_ | 


Mrs. Middleton acquieſcing, en- 
quired now about the wound he had 
received - for ſuch, ſhe remarked; were 
the variety of: reports concerning him, 
that ſhe did not know whether to 
think he was dangeroufly hurt or 
not. - 
Mr. Charlemont confeſſed that it 

did not ſignify, and imputed the fal- 
fity of the reports to the miſcarri- 
age of his and his father's letters. 


We wondered much at Mifs Court-. 
ney's delay, and Mrs, Midgleton's 
patience being nearly exhauſted, ſhe 
called to the fervant to repeat her 


commands. = 
A 45. 


4 4 
> * | 
9 
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A ſudden meſſage to the old lady 
now cauſed the greateſt aſtoniſh. 
ment. It was a note, which when 
Mrs. Middleton opened, — ex- 


claimed 


Good . Sir Iſaac Little. 
« ton, Old Mr. Charlemont, and Mr, 
« Courtney are in London.” 


.« Tn London „we echoed all. 
The old lady immediately read the 
Contents. | 


« Madam, 


Sir Iſaac meeting us on the way, 
« informed us that young Mr. Char- 
« Jemont was perfectly well, and had 


=. © departed for London—but, in con- 


. 4 fequence of ſome letters which to 
him 1 8 * myſterious, he 


40 Was 
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« was reſolved to follow the young - 
« gentleman—ſo prevailed upon us to 
turn back with him. I ſhall ſee 
« you in about an hour's time my 
old friend's gout prevents me from 
coming ſooner, 


« ] remain 
« Yours, 
« E, COURTNEY,” 


Mr. Charlemont commanded the 
meſſenger to tell his father that he 
was here—while the terrified Stafford 
whiſpered me that Sir Iſaac, knowing 
Mr. William Harcourt, would cer- 
tainly make a diſcovery that might 
fruſtrate every attempt. At the ſame 
time, recollecting the danger of my 
meeting Mr. Courtney we both de- 
termined to leave the houſe immedi- 
ately. Accordingly I roſe up- and 
telling Mrs. Middleton that I ſhould 

do 
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do myſelf the pleaſure of calling ſome 
other evening, as I knew the preſent | 


time was very buſy, prepared for my 


* re. 


Mr. Stafford ſeized this . opportu- 
nity of ſeeing me home, though con- 


trary to the inclination of the old 


When we went towards the ſtreet 
door, Mr. Stafford ſecretly begged 
his friend to exert the utmoſt en- 
deavours in his * 


Mrs. Middleton was again repeat- 


f ing her commands about Julia, who 
had not even yet made her appear- 


ance. 


F was in too great an agitation to 
delay longer ; advancing therefore to- 
wards the ſtreet door, I perceived 

/ „ my n 


— 
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my father's brother at the other ſide 
of the way. 


Double confuſion ſeized me my 
emotions were too evident. Mr. Staf- 
ford enquired the matter I could 
ſcarcely inform him. Such was my 
embarraſſed fituation, that I could 
neither ſtay, nor could I well de- 
part; but of two evils, I chote the 
leſs. I was refolved—let the con- 
ſequence be what it would—to leave 
Mrs. Middleton's immediately. : 


A carriage being very fortunately 
in the way, Mr. Stafford and I ſtept 
into it. | 5 


We had now ordered the coachman 
to drive to Mrs, Worthy's as quick 
as poſſible—but, as misfortunes ſeemed _ 
to abound, Mrs. Middleton particu- 
larly requeſted our ſtay for a mo- 

ment, 


\ 
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ment, being afraid that Miſs Court. 


ney had eloped. 


The ſound of elopement had ſo agi. 
tated Mr. Stafford, that he would, in 


ſpite of all entreaties, delay for a more 


certain account. It was at laſt con- 
firmed, and young Mr. Charlemont 
jumping into the carriage to take care 
of me, Mr. Stafford left us, to ſeck 


the fugitive Julia. 


. 
„ 


With rapid ſwiftneſs we ſoon reached 


Mrs. Worthy's, where young Mr. Char- 


lemont promiſing to ſee me as ſoon as 


poſſible, left me, and ordering the 
coachman to return to Mrs, Middle- 
ton's, bade me for a while adieu. 


Upon my entrance into the par- 


bur, I perceived Mrs. Worthy and 
her ſon at a reſpe&ful diſtance.— 


Imagining therefore that ſomething 
was 
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was the matter, before I diſcloſed 

what had happened reſpecting my 
own affairs, I requeſted a kind 
relation of this apparent ſorrow. 


Mrs. Worthy, with much contempt, 
mentioned her ſon's paſſion, and its ill 


4 
conſequences. 


cc After,” | 8 | ſhe, " diſappointing 


the vickedne/s of Mr. Random, and 


« now ſtooping to that wile voman 
« Mrs. Commerce, he is abſolutely af- 
« fronted both by her and Mrs. Mot- 
« ley, and yet is mean and little 
« enough to love the girl ſtill.” 


I endeavoured to reconcile the mo- 
ther and ſon, as well as I could. 


When they were ſomewhat more ami= 


cable, I aſked Mr. Worthy a few per- 
tinent queſtions. He informed me, 
that ſince he had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
me, 


*- +. 
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me, he had another interview with | 
Mrs. Motley ; when, to his great mor. | 
rification, the old woman adviſed him 
to decline all thoughts of marrying 
her daughter, as Mrs. Commerce 
had abſolutely vowed that Lord Ri- 
vington ſhould be her huſband imme. 
diately. 


Aſter I had cheered Mr. Worthy's 
ſpirits, and partly removed the objec- 
tions of his mother, I imparted every 
circumſtance that had ſince happened, 
Which not only excited their wonder, 
but pity for the diſconſolate Julia. 


Ten o Clock. 


No account of the gentleman or 
young lady yet reaching us, I was 
not a little alarmed for my iriend's 
ſafety. At laſt, hearing a violent ſcream 

Tc in 
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in the road, we flew to the ſtreet door, 
and enquired what was the matter ? 
Alas! it was my dear Julia, who was. 
endeavouring, by flight and ſhrieks, 
to avoid the inſolence of thoſe mean 
and unworthy gentlemen who take a 
pride in offending modeſty, whenever 
they find it unprotected, 


My dear Miſs Courtney did not 
long want an aſylum. Our doors 
were open—ſhe ſaw an old friend in 
me. Then, joining her hands, and raiſ- 
ing her eyes in thankſgiving prayers— 
fainted in my arms. Poor ſoul! we 
adminiſtered every relief, and ſoon re- 
called her * ſpirits. 


« Oh, my Joke Maria!“ ſhe cid; 
addreſſing me, *© this goodneſs amply 
* compenſates for the diſtreſs I have 


* undergone, chiefly owing to the late 


© barbarity which I think was occaſioned 
| * * 
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« by my father ſeeing a letter I had 
« written to you. I have been ever 
« ſince confined and wretched. When 
« at my aunt's, Mrs. Middleton's, un- 
« derſtanding that Mr. Charlemont was 
« arrived, and ſought an immediate 
« interview, fearful of being forced 
« to the ſacred altar, I took that happy 
« opportunity of uſing my aunt's keys, 
« which were ſent to me, and during 
« the hurry and conſequent confuſion 
« of the miſtreſs and maid, ſtole into 
« the garden, and haſtily climbing a 
« yall, got into an alley which leads into 
« the ſtreet ; but meeting a perſon 
cc here, contrary to my expectations, who 
es had before inſulted me in the country, 
J was afraid to tell my ſituation, yet 
« trembled exceedingly with fear. He 
es muttered ſomething about a friend 
« and letter, to which I made no reply; 
« then, offering me his aſſiſtance, at- 
« tempted to call a coach. I begged 

 ©thim, 
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him, if he would be a friend to the 
« unhappy, to decline all rudeneſs, and 
« ſhow me the way to Mrs. Worthy's : 
« but this he peremptorily objected to, 
« declaring that Mrs. Worthy's was too 
« far, but that he hoped to provide a 
lodging for me more commodious, 
and much cheaper. As to his honor 
« —he declared I had no occaſion to 
doubt it, for he ſhould immediately 
« wait upon Mr. Harris, who, for his 
« ſake, would take the greateſt care of 
my health, and do his beſt to ſerve 
«me. He now ſtopped at a millener's 
« ſhop, where he enquired for a Mr. 
Simple. Being inſormed that the 
« gentleman was above ſtairs, writing, 
ehe ſent up his and my name. The 
« anſwer which was brought down was, 
that Mr. Simple was preparing ſome- 
« thing for the preſs, which would be 
* wanted in ten minutes time; beg 
e ged therefore that I would walk up 

—_—_ till 
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« till he had done; and that Mr. Ran- 


« dom, in the mean while, would go 


«to the other gentleman that he was 


te talking of. With a faint heart indeed 


did I aſcend the ſtairs—hoping to 
« find a better friend above than I 


« did below; but, to my great ſur. 
* priſe, Mr. Simple, upon ſeeing me, 


« dropped his pen, and enquired where 


« Miſs Courtney was. Perceiving that 


I was not known by him, I collected 
« as much ſpirits as poſſible, and ſaid 
« that the young lady was unwilling 
« to diſturb him during his ſtudy; 
_ « but that, if he inſiſted upon it, I 
- « ſhould endeavour to prevail upon 


« her to walk up. Do ſo, cried 
the ſcribbler, and continued his 


« writing. I ran down ſtairs with a 


« fluttering heart, and aſked in the 


« ſhop which way the gentleman who 
had accompanied me here went.— 


| « Under pretence of following him f 
„ant 
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« about buſineſs,” J left the place, and 
S «© enquiring my beſt way here, ran 
| «almoſt every ſtep but fearing every 
moment the inſults of another Ran- 
« dom, I indeed almoſt' fainted with 
fear. Upon being oppoſed by a 
« drunken man, I gave that ſcream 
« which ſo much alarmed you—and, 
„happy for me, drew the attention. 
A of my friend.” ? 
We Impakt with the diſtreſſes 
of my dear Julia —and, as well as 
we could, explained the reaſon why 
Mr. Random was in the alley waiting 
for her—and, fortunately for her, how 
Mr. Simple did not know her, But, 
ere we could inform her of Mr. 
Stafford's viſit to Mrs. Middleton 
behold !—the gentleman appeared, to 
the no little aſtoniſhment of Miſs 
Courtney—who fainted. again at his 


1 unexpoſed appearance. 


L 2 - 
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It was with ſome difficulty we 
could recover Julia, or perſuade: her 
that her beloved Stafford was indeed 
before her. However, the ardent 
lover after joy had given him utter- 
ance — explained the reaſon of his 
being here; and aſſuring Julia that 
he lodged in this houſe, and was 
thereby miſtaken for my uncle, the 
fair one was revived with the happy 


e 


Mr. Stafford ſaid, that he was ſeek- 
ing Miſs Courtney all over London. 
At laſt, deſpairing of ſucceſs, he re- 

turned to Mrs. Middleton's; where an 
account was brought that Mr. Ran- 
dom, having conveyed Miſs Courtney 
away, repaired to Mr. Courtney's, 
whom he always ſuppoſed to be Mr. 
Harris, a phyſician; and, entruſting 
him with the ſecret, begged him to 
come immediately to Mr. Simple's, 

' | : and 
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and bleed the young lady—as he 
feared her agitation of ſpirits might 
greatly injure her;—then to provide 
her with a ſoporiferous potion, that 
15 might triumph over the caſy 
air. 


Mr. Courtney could ſcarcely retain 
his rage; but, anxious to recover his 
daughter, ſeemed to comply with his 
_ unruly deſires. Upon entering Mr. 
Simple's lodgings, with the other ad- 
venturer, Random enquired of his 
friend where Miſs Courtney was. 


Simple t hunderſtruck at the appear- | 
ance of the young lady's father con- 
feſſed the real truth, (as he thought) 
that he had not the . a Toes 2 
ing er.: * 


Mr. Courtney ſuppoſing—becauſe he 
had dined with him, and conſequently | 
„ 5 knew 


374 MARIA HARCOURT. 


knew him—that this was but a mere 
_ evaſive declaration, ſeized the unhappy 
Mortal by the throat, and ſhaking him 
with furious rage, menaced him in 
the moſt bitter manner. 


me. Beware,” cried he, beware! 
Tell me where ſhe really f is—or meet 
ua father's reſentment.” > 


nA father 8 bee y goat 
Mr. Random — who, finding his woful 


miſtake, was now ſtealing away; but | 


Mr. Courtney flying towards the door, 
_ oppoſed his departure, and ſwore ven- 
geance againſt the two adventurers, 
if they did not immediately deliver 
| os his child. . 


The . of the ee en 
with the noiſe came up, and inter- 
poſed. They ſaid, the young lady who 


had accompanied Mr. Random, went 
in purſuit of him W 


The ſcuffle which e was n 
to be huſhed, | | 


Suffice it to ſay, that Mr. Courtney 
did not leave the houſe till he had 
properly chaſtized the inſolence of 

Random and his companion. 


Meeting me now' continued Staf- 
ford, „at Mrs. Middleton's, he re- 
« queſted 1 would immediately ſee - 
„whether his daughter was at Mrs. 


« Worthy's. „ 


„Unwilling that he ſhould be trou- 
« bleſome here, I aſſured him that I 
had . already but in vain. 


Was ola Mr. Charlemont Soul in 
great agitation. He aid that he 
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. had promiſed to return immediately 
to Sir Ifaac Littleton, and tell him 
00 * the reſult of this: buſineſs. 
4; 2M Nw the Götte Mrs. Mid- 
« dleton recollected the real Mr. Har- 
10 court” —| Here we explained to Julia 2 
the miſtake that originated from Mr. 
Stafford's lodging here“ and im- 
« mediately exclaiming — Oh that's 
* true, There is the ſecond impoſtor 
over the way. Here, Betty, Betty, 
„ go aſk for that ſtrange fellow that 
ce was here, and ſee if * Courtney 
« © be with him. | 


1 13 the danger that I was 

« in—as undoubtedly the ſervant would 
« find out the deception which I had 

0 impoſed—1 very ſagaciouſly offered 
to enquire myſelf; and ſtepping over 
« the way, before Mrs. Middleton and 
« Courtney, aſked for a ſtrange name 
: cc and 


*. 5 2 


« and returning, with a very melan- 

« choly countenance, aſſured. mw 

« that he. was not there—but that i 

_ « ſhould be my indefatigable ſtudy ho 
« the night to ſeek her; ſo taking a 

« haſty leave—with a heavy heart 


1 haſtened towards my home; pur- 


« poſing—if Miſs Harcourt had ob- 
« tained no eee renew my 
- ſearch Wi 


Juſt after this narrative, young Mr. 
Charlemont — with anxious hopes 


called in, and ſeeing us ſo happily 


united, joined in the general har- 
mony; but remarking that his imme- 


diate return was undoubtedly neceſſary, 
to prevent Mr. Courtney's and his fa- 


ther's ſeeking Julia, he would (he ſaid) 
for the preſent night depart, but early 
in the morning renew 'his viſit, and 


take his friends to the cottage which 


he had been lately talking of. 


. We 


— — k 3 . — 
r ITE FT Ce 


- 44 — —— — oe er er” 
wy 
— — 


— 
> 


5 
— ® — 
- - 


7 8 x4 3 r 
4 LI r = ng N 
* S — —— ee * — 
— = 4 5 o 


- — * * - 
* * — — 
— an oe — — — — — 
— — . — g — —— — 2 — 5 > <P _ 
— — 4 2 — = K - —_— R949 —A—ͤ—ũ—v 
= 5 wt p N a by 3 8 => - —_ N » N — 8 2 
— , 2 6 Rs - l o * i 
TI'S a% «+ —_— - By - 0 \ A; 5 £4 a13s; 3 l 1 2 
- 7 = 8 = TE SH 2 do — * * 1 _ - p . py e 
| n P n «Rn, DD —— 1 by £ 
n 1 3 —— * al 1 „ 
3 l y = - EE STS | 


IF IL.) PE 
4 — * OO 1 ut 
wy _ Os; 7 >” rn 
* — — 


F. K 
5 


278 MARIA HARCOURT. 


We thanked him for his kind at- 
tention, and Mr. Stafford repairing 
to his own apartment, Julia and I— 
with confent 'of Mrs. EO 


To . 
. : 
* - 1 


FRIDAY. 


MARIA HARCOURT., 179 


— x £ 


F Nn DD . 


Six o' clock. 


BOUT this time —ere any in che 
houſe was up—Mr. C harlemont 
waited upon us in a carriage. 


The ſervant—with m MiB epetel eyes 

came round to us, declaring that Mr: 

Charlemont was below, and NR 
to ſee us immediately. 


In a moment we were all up- par- 
ticularly Mr. Stafford, who was be- 
fore us in the parlour, as the agita- 
tion of his mind did not ſuffer him . 


to enjoy a tranquil repoſe; | 
1 We 


2 80 af AB -HARCOURT. 


We . of young Mr. C ace. | 
mont what further adventures had hap- 
pened ; but, fearful of a ſudden in- 
terruption, he forbore all informa- 
tion, till we were ſafely away from 
Mrs. Worthy's; as he dreaded, every 
moment,. the entrance of Mr. Court- 
ney. and his father, who had already 
diſcovered the real Harcourt; and, 
he feared, would be here immedi- 


ach. 


This 3 was ſufficient. we 
ſtepped into che carriage—and, en- ; 
joining Mrs. Worthy to behave with 
fortitude. upon the buſineſs, drove for 
the cottage which my dear Mr. Char- 
lemont was Sly ſ] peaking of. 
Wen a 3 miles fon Mrs. Wor- 
thy' 8, our friend, whoſe occaſional aſſi- 
5 in in the carriage was ſo 
| . 


—— urnonthe 


| — 8 Jag . 


MARIA "HARCOURT: 181 


great, now began to inform us about 


the old:igentlement” 1505 i 7 708 

« Mr. Harcourt, it ſeems, having 
« ſeen me when ſtepping laſt night in- 
to the coach, was, no doubt, ſurpri= 


«ſed at my unexpected viſit at Mrs. 


« Middleton's, and waiting a better 
« opportunity of enquiring, after the 
« company had entirely left the houſe, 


called upon Mrs. Middleton, and 
© hoped that. ſhe was now aſſured of her 
«. miſtake, in reſpect to his name and 


cc perſon, ſeeing that Miſs Harcourt, 
his niece, who had very imprudently 


left her father, brothers and ſiſters, 


« was juſt now with her. This the 
«old lady ſeriouſly denied; but, in 
< conſequence of Miſs Courtney's ſud- 


den elopement, thought proper to 


detain the ſuppoſed impoſtor, and 


* ſend for Mr. Courtney, Old Charle- 
mont, and Sir Iſaac Littleton. The 
"5g former 
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« former was out of the way, being 
« then with Mr. Random; but the 
latter, as ſpeedily as his gout would 
permit him, came with the old gen- 
e tleman, and having a thorough know- 
« ledge of Mr. William Harcourt, 
* ſoon diſcovered the cheat. —General 
* confuſion enſued—and a ſearch be- 
„ing made for Mr. Courtney, to in- 
* form him & ais new diſcovery, 
* happily prevented an enquiry for 
Stafford and Julia. Mrs. Middleton, 
* no doubt, railed againſt the duplicity 
* of the ſeemingly-innocent Maria Har- 
* court : ſhe remarked the manner by 
« which Mr. Courtney was alſo duped, 
« till abuſing that falſe meekneſs, as 

«ſhe called it; but theſe baſe inſinu- 
« ations ſo exceedingly. hurt Mr. Har- 
«court, that he would hear no more 
1 againſt his niece, imputing all her 
- *foibles and imprudence to the ſeve- . 


« Tay of a father. 
2 « Mr, 
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Mr. Courtney entering, and i in the 

« heat of his paſſion making men- 

« tion of a late contribution towards 
« the relief of his niece, who had been he 
« robbed, my uncle, with heroic indig- 

« nation, and a ſpirit truly noble, threw 

him down the ſum that he had lent, 
« and ſaid that he had now put it out 
« of his power ever to __ _ he had 
1 een! N : 
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cc What followed was not worthy 
the repeating. Mr. Charlemont ad- 
« ded, that his father and companßx 
« ſeparated with heavy hearts; but. by 
« his happy contrivances, they defer- 
« red all ſearch for Miſs Courtney till 
« this morning.” TT. 5 
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It was now reſolved, upon reaching 
the cottage, that we ſhould, in defi- 
ane to hereaſter danger, join each our 


— 
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hands—no more to part, or ſuffer ſe. 
parately. the ſtings of ſorrow. _ 


Though employed as my mind was 
with my own calamities, and thoſe of 
my dear Julia's, yet there was ſtill 
room for ſympathy on Mr. Worthy's 
account; and I was reſolved, when 
alone with young Charlemont, to con- 
feſs thoſe ſorrows which were impart- 
ed to me, that every endeavour might 
be exerted to complete the happineſs 
of Worthy, and the ſuppoſed Miſs 
Commerce. e IM: 


Nine o'clock. 


; We had now reached the private ſpot 


* of which I had heard ſo much Praiſe— 
_ ſimple, rural, and neat !-—Breakfaſt 


being prepared, when we had entered, 
Jung Charlemont ſummoned the 


* 5 


NANA nANcO⁰ . Thy 


tials. 

« Mr. Moreland,” cried he, (I was 
ſtartled at the name,) © only complete 
the happineſs of two loving pair, 
« and the promiſe that J made you 

« ſhall be AP fulfilted. 2 2 


| # 
. : * . % » 


Stafford and I were no ini ſtran- 


gers to this buſineſs - we had now diſ- 
covered the heir, who had employed 
the diſguiſed Motley, and exulted ex 


ceedingly at the Rs ſtate _ wy 


fairs. * 97 3 Eu 


v . « 7 
— 
- 
- 


* ; 1 
1.7 8 l 


Ara watched an opportunity, I 7 


d ſpoke to Mr. Moreland in private, 
concerning his daughter and Mr. Wor- 
thy; but his heart appeared to me to 


be ſtill callous. He remarked, that if _ 
(as by all accounts Lord Rivington | EI” 


keeper of the cottage, and told him 
the neceſſity of our immediate _ 
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was rich) he was bleſt with ſo affluent. 
- a ſon-in-law, he might to him only 
divulge the real birth of Emma, and 
perhaps receive ſome large preſents, 
for the ſake of ſilence and ſecrecy. 


* Good Heaven!” I remarked, and 
« would you, Mr. Moreland, endan- 
* ger the happineſs of a child for the 
« yain expectation of a reward? Might 
« not her huſband upon this diſcovery, 
« hate, and inſult her? I affure you, 


e ſend for your wife and daughter, 
_ < while I ſhall write to Mr. Worthy, 
„ the promiſe which Mr. Charlemont 

ce has made you ſhall be void.” 


Shall be void!” echoed More- | 


land, in a voice of ſullenneſs, and de- 
. parting with a gloomy countenance, 


| Suppoſing 


I 
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Suppoſing that this threat : would 


have ſome weight upon Mr.” More 


land, I wrote immediately to Mr. 
Worthy, informing him where I was, 
how I had acted, and requeſting his 


rene as "_ as PORES 


Twelve o'clock. 


We had till now walked in the 


garden, flattering ourſelves, between 


each rural ſhade, that all our hopes 
and wiſhes would be ſoon completed; 


but, ſuddenly miſſing Mr. Moreland, 


we were all ſurprized, particularly 
Charlemont, who had depended upon 
him, and ſuppoſed that, for his own 


ſake, he would not venture far from 5 


the village. 


Our ſurpriſe, however, had ſoon a 


termination. Mr. Moreland came in. 
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He faid, that he was only as far as 
_ the Poſt- office, e a letter for 
his vitc. * „ 

The . that nad beser 9 
* countenance, I remarked to be now 
| Aipelld. ö EW 


Charlemont again ſpoke + to him con- 
cerning our nuptials, which Mr. More- 
OT nnd him could not be till 
to- morrow— as it was impoſſible, ſo 
Rc n, to — the: hcences. 


2 


9 Upon his en the Wen chk 
proper to acquaint young Charlemont 
with the ſtory of Miſs Commerce, 
and make my obſervations u pon More- 
land's character. a 


= This 1 very much 
engroſſed the attention of Charlemont— 
entextained us till dinner time, 
$4 Three 


4 1 
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Three. en + 
We were now interrupted by Mr. 
Worthy's abrupt entrance; who, con- 
trary, to the- will of Mr. Moreland . 


as. it ſeems he endeavoured to pre-. 


vent his admittance—ruſhed into the 
parlour, and, with looks of diſap- 
pointment and. horror, told us we 
were all ruined. 


« Oh,” «cried he, © ſome ſecret ene-. 
„my has ſent word to Mr. Court- 
« ney where his daughter is, and un- 
« derſtanding that he was immediately 
« upon his purſuit, I rode, with the 
« moſt rapid en to apprize 
« you of his approach.” . 
we were all terriſied but young Mr. FT 
Charlemont, immediately calling up 


, 7 Moreland, 
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Moreland, 3 * reaſon of * 7 
9 FEY | 


Nr Wretch * oa cried, « did you not 
« promiſe the profoundeſt ſecreſy?— 
* m. then deceive me: 


, Becauſe,” he replied, ce the lady 
« whom you intend for your bride 
has made new conditions on your 
« fide, and has declared, if I do not 
* obſerve them, your promiſe to me 


= — yn void.” | 


. baits; returned the enraged 
youth, © 7s no more. The gentleman 
in whoſe poſſeſſion are your two notes, 
* for an hundred pounds each, ſhall 
« know where you are. Mrs. Com- 
„ merce ſhall be informed of Emma's 
real birth, which will certainly put 
s an end to Lord Rivington's addreſſes, 
0 "and the diſappointed mother will, no 


19 Fo: bt, 
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4 doubt, enforce the payment of the 
« other two notes, which her departed 
« huſband — whoſe marriage you * 
« ſiſted left behind. | 


0 Oh! '” cried the Wied man, fal- 
ling on his knees, © it is in my power 
« yet to make you happy. Pray then 
« reyoke your menaces, and hear ano- » 
* ther ſecret which I have to confeſs— 
« Ere ten minutes expire, Mr. Staf- 
« ford and you ſhall each be united 
« with the fair one of his choice. 
« There 1s above ſtairs a gentleman, 
e whoſe ſacred function it is to marry ; 
« on account of leaving, the village . 
« where his curacy was, for the com- 
« miſſion of ſome fault, which exceed= 
« ingly injured his character. This, 
« added to ſome other reaſons, which- 
ehe did not think proper to diſcloſe, 
« induced him to leave his home, and 
being with his travel very much fa- 
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e tigued, begged that I would give 
him a lodging for a few nights, for 
« which, as far as it was in his power, 
« he promiſed to repay me. I lent 
% him my own chamber, and, accord- 
4 ing to his requeſt, ſaid that he ſhould 
 « there be concealed. Now, being in 
this embarraſſed ſituation, I make no 
ac doubt but he will, without reward 
« or licence, marry you both ere the 
« arrival of the old gentlemen.” 


1 


„ Where is he?” exclaimed Mr. 
Charlemont.— While Mr. Moreland 
departed to inform him of what was 
wanted, the generous Worthy propoſed 
to haſten towards Mrs. Commerce's, 
and if he met Mr. Courtney and old 
Charlemont on the way, to cauſe a 
delay, or give them a wrong direc- 


7 Wen 
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When. Mr. Worthy was gone, Men 
land and the reverend gentleman ap- 
peared, —Oh, Heavens! what were my 
thoughts—my fears !—it was my father, 
who, contrary to my expectations, ran 
to embrace me; and calling me his 
dear, long-loſt child, told me, that in 
conſequence of the duel, about which 
he underſtood that old Mr. Charlemont 
and Courtney were on their way to ſeek _ 
him—he left my ſiſter Sally to take 
care of his houſe, and, hoping to find 
me in London, was determined to ſeek 
and viſit me in ſecret. 


There was no time now for joy or 
grief; my father, without heſitation, 
took out his prayer- book, and twice 
repeating the ceremony, joined Charle- 
mont's hand with mine, and Stafford 8 
with Julia * | 
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Scarcely was the laſt word ni, 
when the old gentlemen appeared at 


the door. To my no great aftoniſh. 


ment I perceived four men; my uncle 
being one, and Sir Iſaac Littleton the 


ſecond. The tremor which poor Ju- 


lia and I were in excited their pity. 


Mr. William Harcourt was ſurprized 


to ſee his brother, and the fathers to 


1 


8 8 250 the enraged Mr. 
Courtney to his daughter, « you have 


20 deceived—you have diſappointed me 


«c —you have married a beggar— | 


We en tal be one n. 2 


» No; x igtibrapted my father, « the 


e xeaſon of my preſence here was to 
N diſcover where my daughter was, and 


« inform her, that Mrs. Satchell, who 
„ knew of her elopement from me, 
6 and of yer” s and her friend's ſecret 

« attachment 
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attachment for Charlemont and Staf- 
« ford, intended to make them happy. 
« This benevolent woman died laft 
« week, and has in her will divided all 
her property between Maria and Ju- 
« lia ; with a proviſo, that if they mar- 
«ried before they were of age, they 
« ſhould be each in immediate Poſſeſ- 
© ſion of che eſtate,” 55 


* 


1 This ſudden news, no doubt, elated 
us all, and the old gentleman, partly 
by the intreaties of my uncle, who 


made uſe of the common proverbial re- _ 


mark, „what is done cannot be un- 
« done,” were ſhortly. pacified. Joy 
and harmony therefore ſucceeding, 
we all agreed to go to town immedi- 
_ ately, and celebrate our nuptials with : 
| uninterrupted 408 £5 
Mr. Moreland only remained 
W be fatisfied ; which Charlemont 
22 2 percelving, 


* 
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perceiving, and knowing him to be the 
means of our happineſs, ſurprized him 
much by a delivery of the two notes 
which he had been fo alarmed abour, 
and which, upon his firſt acquaintance . 
with Moreland, and hearing his ſtory, 
Mr. Charlemont had ſecretly taken * 


As night was far a we 
made no delay; therefore my friend 
and J, with our partners for life, en- 
tering one carriage, and my father and 
the old gentleman the other, while 
Mr. Motley (no longer Moreland) 
rode behind, we drove immediately 
for town. Mrs. Middleton's being the 
neareſt houſe, we took the liberty. of 
calling there; and after the old lady 
had a ſketch of the paſt occurrences, 
ſhe ſeemed to partake of the general 
felicity | 


Society 
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Sociality and mirth marked the re- 


mainder of the night. 12 took an op 
portunity of imparting to my N 


the letter which my brother had writ- 
ten about poor Sophia, and Mr. Ran- 

dom, who had ſeduced her. We all 

agreed to exert our beſt endeavours in 


her behalf, when ſhe arrived. My fa- 


ther was very well pleaſed with the 


 unfaſhionable © part” which his ſon had 
acted in this, and hoped it would be 
to ſome good end. In the morning 


I purpoſed to. ſee Mrs. Worthy—en- 
quire about her ſon—and if there was 


any intelligence of Miſs Weldon yet. 


"1 SATUR- 


— 
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SATURDAY. 


7 welve o Clock. 


ern Sending a a letter to Mrs. 

Worthy, with @ full account of 

all that had paſſed, and requeſting the 
pleaſure of her company as ſoon as 

poſſible, the poor old lady came, and 
with warm congratulations ſpoke the 
ſincerity of her heart; informing me, 

at the ſame time, that the expected 
Miſs Weldon had arrived laſt night. 


Mr. Courtney, underſtanding the un- 
happy ſituation of her ſon, whoſe de- 
ſpondency had very much alarmed 
Mrs. Worthy, declared that he would 
wait upon Mrs. Commerce, confeſs 
his 
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his real name, and notwithſtanding the 
obſtinacy of Mrs. Motley, diſcover 
the real parents of her ſuppoſed child. 
Mrs. Worthy bleſſed him a thouſand 
times for his good intentions; and, 
during the old gentleman's abſence, 
we amuſed the time with pleaſing re- 
marks upon the paſt. The old lady gave 
me a full deſcription of Sophia, which 
all tended to ſay, ſne was beautiful and 
agreeable. I own I had much curio- - - 
fity to ſee her, but underſtood that 
the young lady requeſted. to be alone, 
and accordingly agreed to keep houſe 
for Mrs. Worthy till ſhe returned. 


5 Ne 0 bet. 

Mr. Worthy paid us a viſit—his | 
countenance foreboded much + diſtreſs, 
TRE * me and my friend much 
Joy; 


— 


— 


* 
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joy; but ſighing, remarked, that ks 
hopes were cruſhed, _ +; 


When we enjoined an explanation 

of his words, with heavy ſighs he ex- 

- claimed—< That Miſs Commerce was 

& ;zJeed Miſs Commerce, and will, in 

« ſpite. of all her own intreaties, be 

« Lady Rivington immedaately.” The 

riddle was more dark; but, upon a 

repetition of our requeſt, the young 

gentleman obliged us with the expla- 
nation. | 


.« Mr. Courtney, = morning, pay- 
8 © ing me a vilit, when he left this, was 
_* conſulting with me about the beſt 
« mode of proceeding i in this buſineſs. 
« At laſt it was reſolved to write to 
« Lord Rivington, whoſe addreſs we 
.« diſcovered to be at ſome coffee- 
« houſe, and to him only diſcloſe my 


C dear Emma' 5 parentys meaning to- 
wait 


% — 
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« wait upon Mrs. Commerce then, 
ce and obtain her permiſſion; that in 
« caſe his lordſhip declined the match, 
« I ſhould be her daughter's huſband. 
« This the old lady, aſſured of Lord 


« Rivington's ſtability, readily eonſent- 


« ed. A letter from his lordſhip, in 
1 conſequence of that which he re- 


« ceived from Mr. Courtney, now re- 


quired the old lady's attention.” 
« So,” cried ſhe, © this is pretty in- 
« deed—his lordſhip. ſends me word 
* that he wont diſgrace his family by 
„ marrying the daughter of Mrs. 
« Motley.” *© Mr. Courtney and I 
« were confounded at his lordſhip's 
« impolite manner of ' evading the 
marriage; while Mrs. Commerce, 
« taking up the pen and ink, faid 
that ſhe would rectify that miſtake, 
« as ſhe no doubt ſuppoſed that i it was 
Mrs. Motley, through her igno- 
e rance, fabricated the falſehood. 
K 5 When 
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et continued Mrs. Commerce, he en- 


« joined 'me, for the ſervices which 


Mr. Motley had done him, to deſtroy 


Lc ſome notes of his, and procure for 

. either him or his wife a ſituation 
< from whence they might derive ſome 
«little emolument. This I knew-was 


: « gratitude in my huſband; and I 
4 promiſed to comply, but the ſervices 
* which Mr. Motley had done him, 
'« T looked upon as none, for they 
<« were through pecuniary motives, 


« which (in my eſtimation at leaſt) 
'« diminiſhed their value. After being 


A brought to bed of Emma, Mr. Mot- 


« ley applied to me for the nurſing 


of the child for his wife; upon 
'« which 1 ſent orders that Mrs. Motley 


« ſhould: give out hers, and that I 
« would' pay for both children. I ſent 


e a woman to Mrs. Motley, to whom 


« her” child, as ſoon as born, was given 
| out; 
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« out; and having bribed her to take 
« mine in the place of it, ſent Mrs. 
« Motley her own infant, which hap- 
© pened to be the one that died. I 
« confeſs that my views were not on 
the account of my late huſband, 
to deny Motley any employ that was 
«in my power to give away; but 1 
thought that a child was too precious 
« to be entruſted with a woman, who, 
“perhaps, owed a ſpite to my 
« huſband. Here Mr. Courtney in- 
s terrupted Mrs. Commerce, aſſuring 
* her that Mrs. Motley knew nothing 
* of the connection between her huſ- 
c. hand and Mr. Commerce. The old 
«© lady, notwithſtanding, infiſted that 
« Motley's child, which died, wanted 
« proper care and nouriſhment. She 
now prepared to anſwer Lord Riving- 
 *ton's letter, and ſend an explicit ac- 
count of the whole affair.” 
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I left Mrs. Commerce with ſor. 
Midi; but Mr. Courtney declared 
< that he would find out his 
« lordſhip, and ſeg if he could pre- 
% vail upon him to decline the in- 
e tended marriage. Knowing that it 
Was all abſolute deſpair, I requeſted 


Mr. Courtney to go alone—as I had 


now neither hopes nor ſpirits tO ac- 
© i W be him.“ 


we 3 indeed h the un- 


3 "SU Worthy, but the preſence of 


Courtney, who, upon ſeeing the young 
deſponding gentleman,  exclaimed— 


She's yours, my boy—ſhe's yours” — 


baniſhed all our forrow, and excited 


EG. general curioſity. 


Mr. Courtney declared, that after 
hunting Lord Rivington for ſome time, 
he found the perſon ſo called in a 
coſſee-houſe; when, by the means of 

| Mr. 
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.Mr. Harvey; who was thete; he diſco- 
vered him to be an impoſtor—whoſe 
real name was Tom Villars—and a 
couſin to the noted Random, who had 
cauſed ſo much trouble. immedi- 
cc ately apprehended him, .and bringing 
« him before Mrs. Commerce, made 
* hin confeſs all his nn #02. 


N The dy very politely che: me 
. «for the attention, and has ſince pro- 
« miſed her conſent to make * Wor- 


M mw happy.” 


The | young gentleman, elate with 
this unexpected ſucceſs, now ran to 
Mrs. Commerce, to claim the promiſe | 


himſelf, and hear it confirmed by 
the mother s own lips. 


Emma was ready to receive him, | 
and Mrs. Commerce behaving un- 


commonly 
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! 0 only polite, the bert day vas in. 
— for the n 


W PORS his Sir 1 1 es to 
my dear Charlemont the defire J had 


to ſee Miſs Weldon, and have this 
matter between Mr. Random and her 
completed as ſoon as poſſible. 


Mr. Courtney went to Mrs. Wor- 
thy's houſe, to viſit Sophia, and bring 
her to us, while young Charlemont 
waited the return of Worthy, that 
they might go together in ſearch of 
| Random, and expedite this buſineſs. 


Frve o'clock. 


On this young gentleman's return— 

_ though fatigued as he was—he readily 
joined young Charlemont in queſt of 

-Random. Their dependance was more 
8 Cen to "Pd 
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upon threats than ſtratagem for the exe 
cution of their ſcheme. I requeſted them 
to be very aſſiduous in behalf of the poor 
girl, and prayed very n for their 


ſucceſs. 


They had departed but a few mi- 
nutes, when Mr. Courtney entered 
leading in the poor dejected inno- 
cent, who, notwithſtanding her appa- 
rent ſorrow, was ſtill beautiful. She 
ſeemed averſe to ſociety, but we en- 
deavoured all we could to at up 

her ſpirits. #: 


FCC Eight olotk. 


We were aſtoniſhed at the gentle. 
men's ſlay, Sometimes we hoped, 
ſometimes deſpaired. At laſt the pre- 


# ner! of 3 alone, cleared up all 


% 


ec wah 
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Well,“ cried Worthy, addreſſing 
. Miſs Weldon, © after a ſhort intro- 
. duction, your buſineſs is half done“ 
and then proceeded in his ſtory. 
« When we went to Mrs. Villars's 
houſe - though - unprepared for any 
« excuſe to ſee Mr. Random we were 
« informed; by the ſervant girl, that 
her miſtreſs was out, and her 
« young maſter juſt arreſted. 


= We were greatly ſurpriſed at this, 
«.and enquired further. She told us, 
« ag a ſecret, that he was nab d, about 
half an hour ago, for the payment 
« of | ſeveral articles he had beſpoke 
« for his intended wedding. 


J thought that his often-boaſted 
« minority would have ſcreened him 
« from this, but the girl ſaid that his 


9 good aunt—fearing ſhe might be re- 
5 | cc ſponlible | 
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« ſponſible for her nephew's debt— — 
« has declared he was of age laſt Mon- 
day, fo that, by this unfortunate con- 
« feſſion, all his hopes of evaſion are 
« cruſhed. =? Wok 


— 


« Now Charlemont and I imagined 
« that this event would be very likely 
to promote our ſucceſs. We en- 
« quired the place of his confinement, 
and away we went to him.“ = 
Here Mr. Worthy's deſcription of 
poor Random was , exceedingly ludi- 
crous. He was diſcovered with a pale 
face and languid looks, over an humble 
pint of wine. On the appearance of 
his late rivals he was greatly confuſed; 
but, by their aſſuming a cheerful 
countenance, and declaring themſelves 
no longer enemies, but friends, he 
endeavoured to recover himſelf. 
ED 
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We now enquired,” continued Mr. 
* Worthy, - © the ſum that he was in 
« for. He told us about two hun- 
_ . dred guineas. His creditor lived in 
te the Strand. He beſpoke the arti- 
« cles, he ſaid, of a perſon he knew, 
that was about entering partner- 
« ſhip with this man. However, he 
e was arreſted at the ſuit of the maſter 
Ee of the houſe.” _ 


« And have you no friends ?” cried 
Charlemont. 


* Oh no—no—no”—exclaimed the 
diſtreſſed fellow, wringing his hands; 
e my aunt ſends me word ſhe can't 
t pay it, and Mr. Simple adviſes me 
«by all means to go to the King's 
* Bench, and diſappoint the fellows.” 


« Well,” interrupted Charlemont,'*1 
„will do ſomething for you.“ ; 
| | Poor 
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Poor Random's looks, at init unex- 
pected offer, ſurpaſſed all deſcription. . 


© Will you indeed !” he cried. 


f will g0 this minute to the 
« man, and diſcharge the debt. All 
« T aſk in return, that you will come 
« with me, as ſoon as relieved, to Mrs. 
« Moreland's, and lodge the articles 
« you have bought in the hands of a 
« young lady of my acquaintance there, 
« as a ſecurity for the money lent,” 


« Oh,” cried Random, I will do 
« any thing. Be ſo kind as to releaſe 
« me from this infernal den, and you 
« may make any conditions afterwards. 
« Oh, for heaven s ſake be quick, con- 
« ſider to-morrow will be Sunday, and 
by nothing can be done then.“ 

We 
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« We accordingly took our leave, 

1 and promiſed on our return to re- 
8 leaſe him. 5 

= We went to the ſhop in the Strand. 

« Tt was a jeweller's. My friend ſpoke 
eto the man of the houſe. He had 
« not the money about him, but gave 
« him a draft on his father, which he 
« begged the man to ſend, by the 
perſon from Whom Mr. Random be- 
. © ſpoke the things, in about an hour's 

« time, to Mrs. Middleton's; as Mr. 
| « Charlemont was willing that Ran- 
dom — whoſe freedom he had re- 
| covered might be witneſs of the 

money paid. 1 


« Mr. Charlemont now haſtened to 
« the- ſpunging-houſe, . to releaſe the 
« poor devil, and bring him here; while, 
« according to his advice, I have come 

e before, 
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« before, to tell you the ſtory, and pre- 
« pare Miſs Weldon for his reception,” 


Worthy had.no ſooner concluded, 
than a loud knock at the door an- 
nounced their coming. I prevailed on 
Sophia to go in the next room, till her 
pe was y. 

Poor wa his joy at being at 
liberty made him forget all his paſt trou- 
ble; but I thought he had loſt a great 
deal of his conſequence, or at leaſt he 
| behaved more ſubmiſſive in our pre- 

ſence. 

Nov, Sir,” cried Charlemont, « my. 
« wife=-who awhile ago was Miſs Har- 
« court—has told me a "uy about a 
« Miſs Sophia Weldon 


Random was extremely confuſed, 
and looked over at me. 


« Pardon 
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Pardon me, Sir,” I- cried, cc 1 muſt 
do oi no ſecrets from my huſband.” 


« Well,” cried Charlemont, „ all 
« T aſk in return for what I have done 
* js, that you accept Sophia's hand, 
«and make her a good huſband, for 
being a perfidious lover. I am ſa- 
40 tisfied that theſe jewels, for which 1 
Shave paid, be lodged in the hands 

Y "ow Miſs Weldon.” 


= Come,” cried Mrs. Worthy, I 
«am witneſs of a promiſe you made, 
«and I underſtand you are of age 
ce too—lo there can be no ewaſion.” 
Mr. Random complied, for he ſaw 
no better alternative—it was either, 
marry. the deluded Sophia, or go to 

| Jail again. 
| « Well,” 
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« Well,” cried he, addreſſing me, 
« you may write to the gentleman in 


« Oxford, and let him know my reſo- 
« Jution,—Poor Sophia !—I ſhall be 


n happy to ſec her.” 


CL I am exceedingly glad to hear it, £7 
« Mr. Random—and can inform you 


that Mr. Worthy has written himſelf 


«to the Tn. 

« Indeed! I am very much obliged 
«to you; may be he has ſent an an- 
wer too—of thanks.” : | . 


« He has; Sir,” cried Mr. Worthy— 
«and if you will receive his thanks— 
« they are e ready bor you in the n 
« room.” 


Mr. Worthy, after ſaying this, now 
went and led in Miſs Weldon. The 
ſurpriſe was great. Poor Sophia, ſum- 
moning her reſolution, returned him 
| | | not 


honour was immediately redeemed, and 
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| not only my brother 8 thanks, but her 
| own. | 


T « Well,” cried Random, * Soph... 


8 you are my wife—1 have long pro- 
« miſed, and will now fulfil it; and to 


* convince you that this reſolution is 


« partly voluntary, I will marry you 


© now.” 


That's right,” cried my father; « I 
am the man for your purpoſe—Re- 

M verend Mr. Harcourt—at your ſer- 
re.“ | | 


« Another Harcourt - Lord! Lord!” 
colds Random what a ert en, 
* tion it is. 


* 


| Wes a perſon below deſired to 


ſee Mr. Charlemont, yet no interrup- 


tion would be admitted of, Sophia's 


then 
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then Charlemont—ſuppoſing it was 
the perſon whom he deſired to call 
with the draft, ordered the jeweller 
to be ſent up. 


„Who!“ cried Random, in ſur- 
priſe, “ is it my father-in-law, Mr. 
« Weldon ?” | 


It. was Mr. Weldon. He walked in. 
The bearer of my brother's letter— 
who little ſuſpected his daughter was 
in the room. vY 


This ſcene was truly affecting ; for 
Sophia, unprepared for her father's pre- 


ſence, fainted in my arms. The old 


man was equally* aſtoniſhed, and ad-' 

dreſſing himſelf to Mr. Random, aſk- 

ed him why he did not foretel him of 
this. 0 ' 


Vor. II. IJ. « Why, 
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« Why, faith,” he returned, be- 
c cauſe I did not know it myſelf—but, 
e ſhake hands, old man— I am married 
| « at laſt—here is my wife.” 


1 « What ! Sophia your wife? — She! 
1 « whom your aunt has ſpoken of with 
« ſo much contempt, and prevented a 
« father from taking home his child.” 


The character of Mrs. Villars was 
now more expoſed ; even her own ne- 
phew abuſed her. Young Charlemont 
was exceedingly pleaſed with this ad- 
W — dicional happineſs—his father paid the 
money, according to the draft of his 
ſion. For a while the old man was un- 
willing to take it. 


Es it not for my daughter?” cried 
he, «and why ſhould you, or he, or 
« any body pay ? Believe me, Sir, (ad- 

= © dreſſing Random) that it was not at 

| « my 
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« my deſire this arreſt' was taken out. 
*« The perſon with whom Jam about 

n entering into partnerſhip, had been 

„once infulted by Mrs. Villars, and 

took this method of being reveng- 

«ed; but I hope to make ample 

_ «© compenſation. The times have mend- 


„ed with me ſince laſt I ſaw my 


« child. —Encouraged by the gentle- 
* men of the univerſity, I am able 
«to ſet up in London for myſelf, 
and hope, though I was a poor man, 
* to be now no diſciedit to my ſon or 
« daughter.” 


It was with much ado he could be 
| prevailed upon to accept the money; 
but told Mr. Random, that next Mon- 
day he would give him more than 
would enable him to repay Mr. Charle- 


mont. He ſeems entirely ſatisfied with 
his wife. 


En We 
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| We ſat down to ſupper, and enter. 
tained ourſelves with the recollection 
of the paſt.—All but poor Worthy, 
who wanted his Emma, were fupreme- 
ly happy. 


\ 


SUNDAY. 
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A FTER church, we went, ac- 
_* cording to invitation, to Mrs. 
Commerce's, and were witneſſes of 
much pleaſure and vivacity. Mr. Wor- 
thy having a licence ready, my father 
Joined his hand with Miſs Commerce's, 
and declared, after the ceremony, that 
he had more buſineſs of ibis fort the 
preſent week, than ever he had for a 
month before. General happineſs ſuc- 
ceeded, and. ſmiles of bliſs attended 
the nuptial day. s 


We were told that Mr. and Mrs. 
Motley, mortified at their ſevere diſ- 
appointment, reſolved to leave Lon- 
don the ſucceeding day, My huſband, 
2 L 3 as 
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as he promiſed, ſent them a preſent 
before their departure, which, I ſup- 


poſe, 'being unexpected, partly ſatis- 
fed them * their loſs. 


— — — 


Mr. Tom Villars, the Lord, had 
made a ſudden exit, ſo Mr. Harvey 
told me; and poor Random's aunt, 
not being able to bear the ſhock of her 
nephew's marriage, the means of it, 
and introduction of a country girl into 
her family, prepared immediately 1 
die in the ö there let her 
mw + 


1 


Mr. Worthy wrote a full account of 
the matter to my brother. I ſuppoſe 
Charles was aftoniſhed to read, that 
his father and ſiſter had witneſſed the 
marriage of Sophia, We received a 
congratulating letter from hun, which 
alſo contained his reſolution of ſeeing 
us ſoon. EN 
32 4 I took 


oof 
+ 


1 
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I took the earlieſt . opportunity of 
writing to my other brother, who has 
ſince returned from ſea; and likewiſe 
to my ſiſter Sally. The letters were to 
be delivered by my father, who inten- 
ded to leave London the next day. 1 
aſſured my dear brothers and ſiſters 
that I till retained a moſt grateful re- 
membrance of them, and requeſted in 
my concluſion, _ | 


That whatever imprudence my 
« ſhort hiſtory might betray, ſhould be 
«attributed to my youthful folly. We 
e are all prone to error—ſome more and 
« ſome leſs ; but I hoped my dear bro- 
« thers, ſiſter, and ALL FRIENDS, Would 
« deem thoſe faults to be thoſe of nature, 
« and venial, which appear in the ſtory 
of Mrs. Charlemont, wien 


« MARIA HARCOURT.“ 
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BOOKS printed for C. STALKER, Sfa- 
tioners-court, Ludgate-ſtreet. 


1. RETIRED PLEASURE. In Proſe 
and Verſe. Addreſſed to the Lovers 
of a Country Life, principally ſelected 
from admired Authors - with occaſional 
Notes and Illuſtrations. | 
Bu G. WRIGHT, Eſq. 

Price Two Shillings ſewed, or Two 
Shillings and Six-pence hound. 
A I. 58 


2. The UNFORTUNATE LO- 
VERS. Abridged from The Sorrows 
of Werter. To which is added, the 
Lady's Counſellor, reſpecting Love, 
Courtſhip, Marriage, &c. In Proſe 
and Verſe; with occafional Notes. By 
the Author of « Retired Pleaſure, &c.” 


I call to witneſs all the powers above, 
Love is not fin, but where tis fin to love. 
Dax. 
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BOOKS PRINTED TOR C. STALKER, 0 
A NEW SONG- BOOK. 


p > with a beat utiful Frontiſpiece, and 
an engraved Title-page. 


3. The NEW VOCAL ENCHAN. . 
TRESS. Containing an elegant Selec- 
tion of all the neweft Songs lately ſung 
at the Theatres - Royal, Drury - lane, 
Covent-garden, Hay-market, Royalty 
Theatre, Vauxhall, and all other Places 
of public Amuſement. Price Two 
Shillings ſewed, or Two Shillings and 
Six-pence, bound. 1 


4. The GARDENER's DAILY 
ASSISTANT in the Modern Practice 
of Engliſn Gardening. For every month 


in the Year. On an entire new Plan. 


Containing 400 Pages of Letter-preſs, 
and the following Copper- plates: Views, 
Plans, and Sections of a Green houſe, 
Hot-houſe, Peach-houſe, Forcing-houſe, 


Vine- -houle, Fire Walls, &c. ; ale 


engraved 
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engraved Title page, with a Head of the - 
Author. To which is added, A Regiſ. 
ter of all the Nurſery and Seedmen in 
and near London, furniſhing all Sorts 
of Trees, Shrubs, Plants, Roots, &c. 
By JOHN ABERCROMBIE, 
Author of Every Man his own Gar- 
dener,” and ſeveral other Works of 
Gardening. 
Price Three Shillings ſewed, or Three 
Shillings and Six-pence bound. 


5. A Conciſe TREATISE on the 
ART of ANGLING, confirmed by ac- 
tual Experience and minute Obſerva- 
tions, exempt from Redundancies and 
'Superfluities, which tend more to per- 


plex than inftruct. With the proper 5 
Methods for breeding and feeding Fiſh, - 


and of making Fiſh-ponds, Stews, &c. 
with ſeveral Arcana never before made 
public. To which is added, The Com- 
plete Fly-fiſher. By THOMAS BEST, 
Gent. late of his Majeſty's * 
room. in the Tower. 
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6. The CONJURER UNMASKED: 
Being a clear and full Explanation of 
all the ſurpriſing Performances exhibit- 
ed as well in this Kingdom as on the 
Continent, by the moſt eminent and 
dexterous PROFESSORS of SLIGHT 
of HAND; together with the Tricks 
of the Divining Rod, Automaton Cheſs- 
player, Speaking Figure, Artificial Ser- 
pents, Mechanical Birds, Automaton 
Flute-player, Vaulting Figure, Magical 
Table, Perpetual Motion, &c. with large 
Additions and Alterations. By T. DEN- 
TON, Proprietor of the Mechanical Ex- 
| hibition lately exhibited in London, E 
dinburgh, Newcaſtle, York, &c. Price 

Two Shillings and Six-pence ſewed. 


J. The Genuine Memoirs of DEN- 
NIS O'KELLY, Eſq. commonly cal- 


led Count O' Kelly, Lieutenant-Colonel 


of the Middleſex Militia. Containing 
many curious and intereſting Memoirs 
of that celebrated Character, and his 
Coadjutors on the Turf and in the F eld; 
with a Variety of authentic, ſingular, 
and entertaining Militia Anecdotes ne- 


ver before publiſhed. Price Two Shil- 
lings. 
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| Juf Pullified, 
THE CASTLE or MOWBRAY. 
An ENGLISH ROMANCE. 


By the AvTnor of ST. Brrnard's Patokr. | 


, Price, (ewed, 38. 
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In the Preſs, and will *ſpeedily be publiſhed, for 


C. STALKER, in Two Vols. 12mo. 6s. ſewed, 


THE BUSY BODY: 


BEING 


A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS, 


ON SUNDRY OCCASIONS: 


Ex Mi. O U LT ON, 
Arko of ſeveral FVUGITIVIE PIECES. 
My Pens my own—my Will is free. 

And ſo ſhall be my Thoughts ; 
No mortal Man ſhall hide from me— 


| EZ. Tl _w” out all his Faults. 

"4 . | Fw PARODY. 
| | 
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